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Israel protests arms sale to Syria 


PRAGUE (AP) — Israel's ambassador to Prague has protested Czechos- 
lovakia's plans to sett amts to Syria, the state news agency CTK reported 
Friday. Earlier this week, Czechoslovakia announced it would sell 
Soviet-designed T-72 tanks worth £200 million to Syria unless (he United 
Stales provided extensive aid in converting Czechoslovakia's arms 
factories to Don-military production. Czechoslovakia, a major anus 

exporter under the Communists, says it needs the money from (he sale of 
already manufactured weapons to convert its arms factories to peaceful 
uses. About 80,000 skilled workers could lose their jobs if the arras 
industry is shut down, especially in Slovakia, the republic making up the 
country's eastern and kss-indunrialiaed third. In a protest to the Foreign 
Ministry, Ambassador Yoel Sher said his country understood Czechoslo- 
vakia's difficulties, but added that selling arms to Syria would contradict 
the spirit of support for Israel following the Gulf war, CTK said. He 
ex presse d hope that Czechoslovakia's industrial conversion could be 
accomplished without threatening the Jewish state, CTK said. 
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U.N. envoy appeals for more aid 

NICOSIA (AP) — The head of United Nations relief efforts in the Gulf 
urged greater foreign aid fbr Iraqi refugees and said they must not remain 
indefinitely in camps. Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan told a news conference 
in Tehran that United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) needed more aid to cope with refugee relief, saying ii has 
received only about S100 million of the $400 million requested. “Under no 
circumstances should life in refugee camps become permanent." he said in 
remarks reported by the Islamic Republic News Agency. "But at (be same 
time, the refugees should return to their homes of their own free will, 
voluntarily and without any force," he added. The envoy said die United 
Nations hoped to create conditions in Iraq that would lure home the 
estimated one mil bon Kurds and Shiite Muslims who fled to Iran. 
Hundreds of thousands also fled to Turkey, or to the Iraqi side or the 
borders with Iran and Turkey. Prince Aga Khan said he hoped that 
ongoing talks between the Iraqi government and Kurds on autonomy 
would encourage the return of the refugees. The envoy, who arrived 
Wednesday, was due to visit Turkey and Iraq following his stay in Iran. 
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Iraq offers automatic 
army retirement 

BAGHDAD (R) — The Iraqi 
government, in a further military 
reform, has offered automatic 
retirement to soldiers and non- 
commissioned officers who had 
served 25 years in the army. The 
defence ministry newspaper AI 
Qadisiyab said Friday that the 
order meant the soldiers would 
no longer need the approval of 
their superior officers to retire. 
Military regulations previously 
allowed retirement after 25 years 
of service. Iraq has released tens 
of thousands of soldiers from ser- 
vice after the Gulf war ended. AH 
private soldiers ,bom between 
1947 and 1960 have been de- 
mobilised. The one-million 
y strong Popular Army, a para- 
:Jf ~ military group formed mainly of 
16 and 17 yearf olds who are 
below the age of conscription, 
was also disbanded last month. 


Canada probes 
Mashat migration 


TORONTO (AP) — An embar- 
rassed Canadian government is 
questioning immigration and ex- 
ternal affairs employees to try to 
determine how the former Iraqi 
ambassador to the United States 
(' wound up here as an immigrant. 
“A priority review is under way,” 
said Gerry Maffre, spokesman 
for employment and immigration 
Canada. “The minister has asked 
why die minsters of the day were 
not apprised while a high-profile 
case was being handled." 
Mohammad. Al Mashat, 60, the 
man frequently seen on U.5. 
television defendiqg Iraq’s take 
over of Kuwait m the days before 
the outbreak at war,wasawarded 
permanent resident status in 
< f Canada on March 27 as a finan- 
cially independent retiree. The 
immigration procedure was car- 
ried out m perfectly legal man- 
ner, but without the knowledge 
of senior officials. As a landed 
immigrant, Mr. Mashat is eligible 
for Canadian citizenship after 
three yean. Mr. Mashat’s where- 
abouts were unknown. 
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Lebanese minister 
to visit Iran 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s fore- 
ign minister, Paris Bouez, 
accepted an invitation Friday to 
visit Iran in the near future, 
sources at bis ministry , said. Mr. 
Bouez agreed during a meeting 
with Iranian Charge <f Affaires 
Mohammad Zamanian to visit 
Iran after a trip to Cairo Monday, 
the sources added. No exact date 
was set. 

Sikh found guilty 
of Tokyo bombing 

VANCOUVER (R) — A Cana- 
dfcm judge Friday convicted a 37- 
jOT-okl Sikh electrician of helping 
to kill two Japanese airport work- 
ers in a 1965 bomb explosion at 
Tokyo's Narita airport. Justice 
Raymond Fans of the British 
Columbia supreme court also, 
ruled that Inderjit Singh Reyat, 
wfao has been in jail in Canada 
since being extradited from Bri- 
tain in 1989, was guilty of four 
explosives charges arising from 
the blast which killed two 
baggage-handlers. Mr. Paris 
found that Reyat helped make 
die bomb, contained in a suitcase 
that had just been removed from 
a Vancouver flight The suitcase 
was marked for transfer in Tokyo 
to a* B angk ok-bound Air India 
fright, bat the bomb detonated 
ratify. 

Fire In Cairo 
kills 1, burns 4 

CAIRO. (AP) — A fire fed by a 

burning gas pipe erupte d In . an 
apartment bnfrding in a suburb of 
Cairo Friday kitting one woman 
and bunting four other people, 
pbSce said. The fire erupted on 
the balc on y of a flat, on tbe 
seventh floor of a budding in the' 
Maatfi . district sooth of Cairo, 
said Mohammad AI Mashad a 
policeman in’ the investigations 
department at* the Maadi police 
. station. AI-Mashad said gas pipes 
• carrie d foeflamesto thelltb and 
12th floors sparing .the stories in 
between. He did not know what 
tri ggere d the fire which has been 
extinguished by- fireman. The 
$ policeman said all the ca su alties 
were Egyptian citizens. He said 
the four burned victims, a three- 
year-rfdd boy, ifrih critical .candi" 
tian. 


Bessmertnykh : 
Time ripe to 
push for peace 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh said Friday that 
the time was right to push Middle 
East peace talks. 

“This is a good chance to start 
tbe peace process." be told repor- 
ters at Cairo airport. “We should 
not miss tiie chance, but do our 
best.” 

He is to hold talks with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh arrived 
from Israel, the first visit by a 
Soviet foreign minister to the 
Jewish state since its creation in 
1948. 

He described his talks (here 
with Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir and Foreign Minister David 
Levy as useful. 

But he sidestepped differences 
over Israel's building of Jewish 
settlements in die occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and the 
timing of a resumption of full 
Soviet- Israels relations. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh withheld 
full diplomatic recognition of the 
Jewish state but said Moscow 
would not pressure Israel in 
peace talks with Arabs. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh played 
down differences over Jewish set- 
tlement of the occupied lands and 
Israel’s terms for agreeing to 
Moscow playing a role in Middle 
East peace efforts with Washing- 
ton. 

“We agreed that no country 
would try to put pressure on any 


country in the (peace) process... 
there will be no artificial press- 
ure," Mr. Bessmertnykh told an 
airport news conference before 
leaving for Cairo. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh sidestepped 
questions about whether tbe 
Kre mlin would resume full di- 
plomatic ties with Israel. 

A top aide to Mr. Shamir, Avi 
Pazner, said that Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh did not bring up the settle- 
ments during a meeting with the 
prime minister and a group of 
advisers. It was not dear if he 
raised the issue in a separate 
private meeting with Mr. Shamir. 

Mr. Pazner said Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh and Mr. Shamir reached a 
general agreement “that there is 
a need to advance towards 
peace... it is an important agree- 
ment between two countries like 
Israel and the Soviet Union.” 

Speaking at a news conference 
at Ben-Gun on airport before 
leaving for Cairo, Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh said he and Israeli leaders 
disaiMwl ‘’practical aspects” of a 
peace conference, but he gave no 
details. 

He was asked why be was not 
using the phrase “regional peace 
conference," as proposed by 
Israel as a step towards bilateral 
talks with the Arabs. 

Cutting through the arguments 
on nomenclature, Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh said he thought tire simple 
phrase “peace conference” best 
described its purpose. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said his 
country and Israel agreed to work 
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together for Middle East peace. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said bis 
meeting with Mr. Shamir and Mr. 
Levy “allow me to speak with 
greater conviction about the fact 
that the chance for achieving 
peace... for starting talks, is quite 
great." 

The Soviet official also said his 
trip was “an important stage in 
renewing ties between Israel and 
the Soviet Union." 

The six-hour visit underscored 
the transformation of Soviet- 
Zsraeli relations since President 
Mikhail Gorbachev came to pow- 
er. 

“Whoever thinks the Soviet 
Union will play a role that leads 
to war in the Middle East is an 
enemy of peace," said Mr. Levy. 
He added the Soviet Union was 
working for peace “to make its 
contribution, and Israel wel- 
comes it with joy." 

After his two-hour discussion 
with Mr. Levy, Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh said the two counfries 
would cooperate on organising a 
Middle East peace conference. 


Iraq rejects U.N. police force, 
expects agreement with Kurds 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 1 Iraq 
rejects any United Nations 
police presence in the north be- 
cause it considers Kurdish secur- 
ity an internal matter and expects 
tal ks with local rebels there to be 
successful, a U.N. envoy said 
Friday. 

Although Baghdad welcomes 
international humanitarian assist- 
ance in the Kurdish region, offi- 
cials believe “the political and 
security aspect involved is strirtly 
an internal matter," said Marrack 
Go aiding, undersecretary general 
for special pofitical affairs. 

“They expect a successful out- 
come to mrics and feel the only 
role of international agencies is 
humanitarian," Mr. Go aiding 
said before leaving Baghdad after 
three days erf meetings including 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein. 

Du ring his stay he presented a 
Western proposal that allied 
troops who have been moving 
steadily south from the Turkish 
border be replaced by a U.N. 
force. 

The allied soldiers are pushing . 
the Iraqi army gradually to the 
south, because many Kurds who 
fled their towns and villages dur- 
ing the ansnccessfiil- rebellion in 
March refuse to return while gov- 
ernment troops are still there. . 

A Kurdish delegation headed 


by Massond Barzani, leader of 
the Kurdish Democratic Party, 
has been in Baghdad since Mon- 
day for talks with leaders, includ- 
ing President Saddam Hussein, to 
try to establish an agreement on 
Kurdish autonomy in the north. 

Mr. Barzani told reporters 
there would be no talks on Friday 
and no announcements should be 
expected. 

U.N. SecretaryGeneral Javier 
Perez de Cuellar told President 
George Bush be had received “a 
very dear rejection" Thursday 
from Baghdad to tbe U.S.- 
backed proposal for a U.N. 
police force in northern Iraq. 

The development could com- 
plicate Mr. Bush's efforts to bring 
home U.S. troops that remain in 
northern Iraq. 

The Bush administration con- 
tends that such a force — to take 
over the mission from American 
troops — could be set up without 
either Baghdad’s permission or 
further action by the United Na- 
tions. 

But John Bolton, assistant 
secretary of state for internation- 
al organisations, said Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar's "thought on a 
peacekeeping force was that 
another resolution was neces- 
sary... that's something we're 
going to have to discuss further.” 

Mr. Bush said tbe United 


States still viewed its role in 
protecting Kurdish refugees in 
northern Iraq “as limited in dura- 
tion” 

“We look forward to working 
with the U.N. to hasten (he day 
when all these refugees can re- 
turn home, free from fear.” Mr. 
Bush said. “Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
said the Gulf conflict produced 
“broader agreement than ever 
before" among U.N. members, 
even though contentious issues 
remain. 

“Today I have received a very 
dear rejection from the Iraqi gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
said. “They do not want a United 
Nations police presence in the 
area." 

He said he bad received the 
news from Mr. Goulding. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar made no decision on 
whether to push ahead with the 
proposed police force, Mr. Bol- 
ton said. 

“They didn't make any deci- 
sion today,” he said. 

Mr. Goulding went to Iraq at 
the request of the allies who have 
troops there — Britain, France 
and the United States. The allies 
hoped Baghdad would agree to 
make a U.N. police force a condi- 
tion of the withdrawal of 8,150 
allied troops in northern Iraq. 


Education minister’s 
move sparks controversy 


AMMAN (R) — The education 
minis ter has sparked controversy 


achieves nothing for- Islam,” 
wrote AI Ra’i newspaper. 

“We are going to form a de- 


ghk in gym slips compete in 
school sports. 

Minister Abdallah Akafleh, a 
member of the Muslim Brother- 
hood, said the ban would spare 
the iris embarrassment on tbe 
schools’ annual “Achievement 
0ay," which includes art and 
cultural events as well as sports, 
teachers said. 

Dr. Akafleh imposed the ban 
in a mand dated April 30, saying 
it “would allow girls total'free- 
dom to display their skills without 
embarrassment” in front of their 
mothers, they said. 

It has provoked rare pubuc 
opposition from Jordan’s biggest 
daily’ newspaper and enhasm. 
from some teachers. 

“We view flap move as useless, 
without educational anus... (ft) 


to tbfe ministe r tO (fiSCUSS foe 
act of his orders on our educa- 
lal system ,”-on£ teacher told 


Renters. 

“If he does not respond, we 
will go to Has Majesty King Hus- 
sein, onr sole guardian,'’ be 
added. “We want to move for- 


ward with religion and not back- 


ward." 


Political sources said the King 
voiced discontent with tbe move 
dming a visit to the prime minis- 
ter’s office last week. 

The measure is foe latest in a 
string of controversial moves by 
five Muslim brotherhood minis- 
ters who joined tbe cabinet in a 
reshuffle in January , the first time 
they have taken part in govern- 
ment since Jordan was created in 
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1921. 

The reshuffle reflected the 
Brotherhood’s power in parlia- 
ment, where they form tbe big- 
gest single bloc. 

Private schools ban men from 
teaching sports to girls and halted 
co-ed field trips under ministry 
orders. 

The ministry last month distri- 
buted new directives ordering 
schools to uncover western and 
“Zionist" influence in Jordan and 
focus on the value of jihad. 


Soviet foreign minister’s talks in 


‘very constructive, fruitful’ 

might use Soviet Jewish emigration as 


Amman 

By Nermeeh Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh Friday concluded two days 
of “very constructive” talks with 
Jordan's top leadership on the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
Palestinian problem underlining 
the two countries' common 
understanding on the need to 
implement international legitima- 
cy and end Jewish settlements in 
the occupied Arab territories be- 
fore a regional conference starts. 

“We have a very good under- 
standing and I am very very 
satisfied with the results of our 
talks." His Majesty King Hussein 
told reporters at a joint press 
conference with Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh Thursday. 

Jordan was especially pleased with 
the Soviet official's statement on the 
need to end Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank before a confer- 
ence on the Arab- Israeli conflict and 
Palestinian problem starts. 

“I just can't fotsee or conceive, 
can't accept a situation when the 
peace conference is in session while 
the settlements are going to be built,” 
Mr. Bessmertnykh told reporters. 

He even indicated that Moscow 


a lever to halt new Israeli settlements 
in tbe occupied territories. 

“I do not want to exdude anything 
when we talk about the necessity to 
stop construction of settlements on 
the occupied territories.'' he said. 

The issue of Soviet immigration to 
Israel was one of the topics expected 
to be brought up by the Jordanian 
side with the Soviet foreign minister. 
However, the focus remained on Jew- 
ish settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories; by extension and inherence, 
the massive influx of Soviet Jews to 
Israel and its negative consequences 
on peace efforts in tbe form of in- 
creased settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

Foreign Minister Taber Masri had 
.told the Jordan Tunes Wednesday 
that Jordan believes the Soviet Union 
holds “a very important card because 
h can control the massive influx of 
Soviet Jews into Israel.” 

“ The question is going to be 
solved," Mr. Bessmertnykh promised 
Thursday. “Tbe Soviet Union and 
others are going to deal with the 
problem straightforwardly as one or 
the things to be solved before a 
conference starts." 

But, before departing Jordan for 
Israel, Mr. Bessmertnykh described 
the massive influx of Soviet Jews into 
Israel as “part of our general policy of 
democratisatlou in the Sonet Un- 
ion." 


Jordanian officials say the immigra- 
tion would hinder U.S.-led efforts to 
bring Israel to exchange territories in 
retnrn for peace with Arabs. 

More than 200.000 Soviet Jews 
have arrived in Israel since Moscow 
relaxed its emigration policy two 
years ago. Several thousand have 
settled in the occupied territories. 

Tbe Soviet minister rejected Israel 
tailing its acceptance to attend a 
peace parley with concerned Arab 
states under American and Soviet 
direct sponsorship with reestablishing 
diplomatic ties with Israel. 

He said that resuming relations 
between tbe two countries and Soviet 
partitipathn in the proposed peace 
conference are “two separate issues." 

“We do not accept any precondi- 
tions for our participation in the 
Middle East peace process," he said. 

In a departure statement at Am- 
man airport, Mr. Bessmertnykh again 
said that there was “no formal con- 
nection” between tbe two issues. 

“When we see that Israel is going 
to be an integral part of the process, 
that would definitely facilitate the 
restoration of tbe diplomatic rela- 
tionship.” Mr. Bessmertnykh said. 

He said that his country will 
announce the restoration of ties 
“within the framework of the peace 
conference or process in this area.” 

Mr. Bessmertnykh's, four-nation 
Middle East tour conies almost in 
tandom with U.S. Secretary of State 


James Baker's fourth Middle East 
peace shuttle to the region. 

While Jordanian officials expressed 
confidence in the Soviet Union saying 
that it “continues to maintain its 
traditional role in the region," they 
add that optimism has to be withheld 
until tbe results of Mr. Baker's lour 
become clear. 

Before reaching any final conclu- 
sions on the peace process. Foreign 
Minister Masri told reporters, “those 
who are exerting the most effort, 
primarily the American secretary of 
state and now joined by his Soviet 
counterpart, must work on narrowing 
the gap between tbe concerned par- 
ties over the main points then initiate 
a peace process one way or another." 

Mr. Bessmertnykh underscored in- 
tensive U.S.-Soviet cooperation m 
getting a Middle East peace confer- 
ence started saying Moscow hoped to 
prod Israel to give up occupied land 
in exchange for peace. 

“I believe that (he two of us. the 
Soviet Union and tbe U.S., may do 
something positive to help the partici- 
pants to start their own peace pro- 
cess,” he told reporters upon arrival 
in Amman Thursday. 

He said Moscow was working to geL 
Israel to withdraw from the occupied 
territories, but be did not say how. 

However, the Soviet official 
pointed oat that Moscow did not 

(Continued on page 4| 


Baker embarks on ‘do-or-die 9 
peace mission to Middle East 


U.N. troops 
formalise 
Safwan 
border zone 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — United 
Nations peacekeepers Friday for- 
mally declared the Iraq-Kuwait 
border a demilitarised zone and 
said there have been no reports of 
ceasefire violations. 

Majed Fay ad, spokesman for 
the U.N. mission, told a news 
conference that the 15- kilometre 
wide buffer zone established in 
the aftermath of foe Gulf war was 
“calm and there are no reports of 
violations." 

Almost 300 unarmed military 
observers, supported by more 
than 450 infantry troops, are 
manning observation posts and 
patrolling along the 190- 
kilometre border. Mr. Fayad 
said. 

He said the U.N. mission con- 
firmed late Thursday night Chat 
all American, Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
forces had pulled out of the bor- 
der strip. 

Tbe U.N. soldiers are limited 
to monitoring the buffer zone and 
have no authority to take physical 
action unless it is in self-defence. 

The Iraqis and the Kuwaitis will 
handle all civi] administration in 
their territory, including police 
duties and border control. 

Iraqi police have been reported 
in Safwan. Mr. Fayad said, 
adding that the U.N. mission was 
still holding talks with Iraq to 
determine the number of police 
in the town. 

Tbe spokesman said it should 
be a reasonable number for the 
small population of only several 
thousand and the police should 
be limited to routine law and 
order responsibilities. 

The U.S. military completed its 
withdrawal from southern Iraq ori 
Wednesday after transferring 
thousands of refugees from an 
army-run camp in Safwan to a 
Saudi Arabian camp in Raffia. 

The Red Cross and the Red 
Crescent are caring for 5,000 
refugees just inside the Kuwaiti 
border in Abdaly. More than 
1,000 are Iraqi and the rest are 
bedoun. 

The destination of foe people 
in the Abdaly camp remains un- 
certain. The tent and metal shack 
compound is in the demilitarised 
zone, which makes it off limits to 
troops. But an unarmed U.S. 
officer was spotted there Friday, 
witnesses said. 

In a related development, Iraq 
has denied that its anti-aircraft 
gunners fired at two U.S. navy 
reconnaissance planes. 

“These reports are untrue both 
in form and in content," an In- 
formation Ministry official told 
Reuters. 

An allied spokeswoman ac- 
cused Iraq Wednesday of firing 
50 bursts of anti-aircraft fire in 
two separate incidents on Tues- 
day. Neither of the A-6 intruder 
fighter-bombers was bit. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker was to embark Friday on 
what many believe will be a 
make-or break Middle East peace 
mission that will determine 
whether or not Arabs and Israelis 
wifi sit down around a negotiating 
table soon. 

“This one looks like a do-or- 
die mission," said one senior 
Arab diplomat in Washington of 
Mr. Baker’s fourth sortie to tbe 
region since the end of the Gulf 
war. 

An Israeli diplomat concurred, 
saying: “It's very clear that the 
administration wants this to be 
the last round and it's significant 
that the final stop is Israel." 

By the time be reaches Israel 
ou Tuesday, Mr. Baker will have 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
head of tbe U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee said Thursday that govern- 
ments could decide on an indi- 
vidual basts whether to release 
frozen Iraqi bank assets for 
purchases of food and humanita- 
rian aid for the war-ravaged na- 
tion. 

In another development, tbe 
head of tbe U.N. commission to 
disarm Iraq of its weapons of 
mass destruction defended his 
programme as workable. He said 
governments were being asked to 
advise the commission about any 
weapons sites and storage facili- 
ties not disclosed by Iraq. 

Iraq is seeking the release of SI 
billion in bank assets frozen 
abroad in order to make specific 
purchases of food, medicine and 
other relief supplies. It also seeks 
the release of food shipments that 


been to Syria, Jordan and Egypt, 
where be will also have met 
Soviet Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Bessmertnykh Sunday. 

Tbe Arab, diplomat said Mr. 
Baker might well have a final 
compromise formula on a peace 
conference for the Israelis. 

“He needs to go to Israel with 
everything sorted out so that he 
can say to them: This is tbe 
package, take it or leave it,’" he 
said. 

Mr. Baker is trying to take 
advantage of new opportunities 
he believes were created by the 
Gulf war to talk Arabs and 
Israelis into direct talks at a re- 
gional peace conference. 

But though Israel, Jordan, 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories and Syria all say they 


were impounded abroad when 
tbe U.N. economic embargo was 
imposed last August. 

The Sanctions Committee, 
however, did not take a formal 
decision calling for the release of 
Iraqi assets or the impounded 
food shipments. 

Committee Chairman Peter 
Hobenfellner, the Austrian 
ambassador, told reporters after 
the meeting that be would draft a 
letter to governments “informing 
them of appropriate actions they 
can take under paragraph 20" of 
ceasefire Resolution 687 of April 

The letter, he said, will explain 
“that the procedure (of re tearing 
assets) is a national measure." 
The chairman’s letter was ex- 
pected to be reviewed by mem- 
bers of the committee which con- 


are willing to attend a confer- 
ence, tbe problem remains in the 
details. 

Israel does not want the United 
Nations to be present, whether as 
sponsor, participant or observer. 
Syria says the United Nations 
must have a prominent rofe. 

Israel wants a veto on the 
Palestinian delegation with resi- 
dents of Jerusalem excluded. Tbe 
Arabs say tbe Palestinians must 
choose their own representatives. 

The Arabs want a conference 
that can be called back into ses- 
sion from time to time. Israel 
wants a one-day event to kick off 
bilateral negotiations. 

A senior administration official 
Thursday called Mr. Baker’s re- 
turn to the Middle East “one last 
trip” to try to broker conference, 


sists of the 15 current Security 
Council members. 

The ceasefire resolution says 
that the economic embargo no 
longer shall apply to foodstuffs or 
to supplies fillmg essential civilian 
needs. Countries need only notify 
the committee of such shipments 
rather than formally seek approv- 
al. By extension, some diplomats 
said, frozen Iraqi assets could be 
used to buy food, with proper 
certification. 

No deration was made on Iraq’s 
request that it be permitted to sell 
$42 million worth of oil to finance 
purchases of food and other 
urgently needed goods. 

Mr. Hobenfellner said be was 
seeking information from Bagh- 
dad about what assets it has 
available at home before deciding 
on whether to allow oil sales as a 
last resort. 


Farmers stage protest march; panel 
to study their water pollution issue 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A meeting orga- 
nised by Jordan Valley farmers to 
discuss the problem of polluted 
irrigation water which damaged a 
major part of this season's crops 
turned into a protest march 
against three government minis- 
ters and several parliamentarians 
who faded to attend the meeting. 

In apparent response to Thurs- 
day's protest march demanding 
tbe government take concrete ac- 
tion to address the problem of 
water pollution. Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran announced Friday 
tbe formation of a specialised 
committee to study foe “phe- 
nomenon of tbe Hamagf sus- 
tained by crops in tbe central. 
Ghor region from all its aspects 
indndine soil, water and planta- 


tion elements." 

Tbe farmers, who staged a sit- 
in on the main road facing gov- 
ernment offices in Muaddi in tbe 
valley, said they would meet 
again Monday to plan further 
action if foe government failed to 
address the problem. Earlier, 
some fanners had threatened to 
take legal action against the gov- 
ernment. 

The farmers, who hoped to air their 
grievances ro the ministers of water 
and irrigation, agriculture, industry 
and trade, the Jordan Valley Author- 
ity secretary-general and deputies 
representing the Jordan Valley con- 
stituency, were angered by what (hey 
described as ‘‘irresponsible behaviour 
on die part of the government and 
carelessness on the part of die de- 
puties.” 

Farmers said they lost up to JD 60 
million this season due to lost crops as 
a result of tbe use or polluted water 
for irrigation released by die JVA 


from King Trial Dam. 

“The question now is whether we 
should plant next year or not,” said 
Najwa Sbaasha, a Jordan Valley far- 
mer - “We want to guarantee safe 
irrigation water for next season,” she 
told the Jordan Times. 

Tbe committee announced by Mr. 
Badran Friday would be headed by 
JVA Secretary-General Abdul Aziz 
WBhah and representatives of tbe 
ministries of water and irrigation, 
agriculture, health, the University of 
Jordan and tbe Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty- 

The fanner’s meeting on Thursday 
was organised by the Central Gbor 
Graduates Chib. It ended 10 minutes 
after it started after the invited minis- 
ters and parliamentarians failed to 
show up. 

Mustek Hamdan Masattu, presi- 
dent of the Centra] Gbor Graduates 
dub, asserted tbe “boycott (of the 
meeting) by tbe three ministers, parti- 

(Continued on page '4) 


Individual governments free to 
decide on unfreezing Iraqi assets 





U.N. confirms cholera 
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Baghdad (R) — a united 

Nations aid offidai confirmed 
Friday that 52 people had con- 
tracted cholera in Iraq but said 
the cases (fid not point to an 
epidemic. 

Gianni Murzi, the representa- 
tive in Iraq of the U.N. Childrens 
Fund (UNICEF), said health 
workers were containing the dis- 
ease with the restoration of pow- 
er and water supplies to much of 
the country since the Gulf war. 

“It doesn't mean there is an 
epidemic,” Mr. Murzi said of the 
52 cases which he said had been 
confirmed in laboratory tests. 

“You must remember that 
cholera is endemic in this coun- 
try. It is already here and every 
year you have cases.” he told 
Reuters. 

On Thursday the Health Minis- 
try reported 52 cases of cholera in 
seven of Iraq's 18 provinces. 
Most of them were dose to bor- 
ders with Turkey and Iran where 
Kurdish and Shiite revolts flared 
after the Gulf war ended in- 
February. 

The ministry attributed the 
cholera outbreak to poor health 
conditions following damage to 
Iraq’s infrastructure in Gulf war 
air raids, the Iraqi news agency 


said. 

It said the health situation bad 
worsened because of large-scale 
human movements, a reference 
to the flight of some 1.5 million 
refugees to Turkey and Iran after 
Iraqi troops crushed the rebel- 
lions. 

No deaths had occurred and 
measures were underway to con- 
trol the spread of the disease, the 
ministry said. 

Mr. Murzi, whose agency runs 
a $15-mil!ion emergency aid 
programme in Iraq, said the au- 
thorities informed UNICEF of 
the cases on Thursday after evi- 
dence of cholera emerged among 
refugees beyond Iraq’s borders. 

The U.N. official said he had 
been aware of cholera from mid- 
April and that clinically- 
diagnosed unconfirmed cases 
were much higher, including 
some 150 in the northern city of 
Mosul. 

Cholera causes severe dehydra- 
tion and spreads in insanitary 
conditions. 

‘'The restoration of electricity 
and the availability of water have 
changed the picture dramatically, 
even if the water is polluted a 
little," he said. 

After the war, Iraq and some 


ic 


U.N. reports painted a dramatic 
picture of threatened illness and 
epidemics as a result of the allied 
raids on oil refineries and power 
stations. 

The raids cut off vital fuel for 
water treatment plants and sew- 
age systems. 

U.N. aid officials now say that 
they are surprised by the speed 
and extent of Iraq's post-war 
reconstruction and believe the 
crisis is less acute than antici- 
pated. 

Mr. Murzi said most cities had 
power and water, including the 
devastated southern city of Bas- 
ra. The situation was still bad in 
the towns of Amara, Samawa and 
Nassiriya in the south. 

Iraq still needed to import 
large quantities of chlorine and 
aluminium sulphate to purify wa- 
ter but was unable to do so 
because of continued U.N. trade 
sanctions," Mr. Murzi said. 

“The needs are greater than we 
can supply,” be added. 

UNICEF has already imported 
70 tonnes of medicine and re- 
hydration fluids, enough to treat 
about 20,000 cases of cholera and 
would fly in another 60 tonnes at 
the weekend as an additional 
precaution. 



Soviet immig ration boosts 
Jewish population growth 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The influx of 
Soviet immigrants is giving 
Israel’s Jewish population a wide- 
ning edge over the Arabs, despite 
their higher birthrate, according 
to the government's bureau of 
statistics. 

Israel's Jewish population rose 
to 3,951,000 at the end of 1990, a 
6.3 per cent increase for the year, 
the bureau said. This compared 
with growth of 1.6 per cent in 
1989. 

Hie Arab community, which 
includes Muslims and Christians, 
grew 3.5 per cent last year to 
872,000, according to the 
bureau's report. 

The Jewish population growth 
was the highest since the 1950s, 
when Jews flooded to Israel from 
North Africa and Europe after 
the founding of the Jewish state. 

That period~and the past year_ 
of heavy Soviet immigration were" 
the only times the rate of Jewish 
population growth exceeded that 
of the Arabs, government statis- 
tics show. 

The total population at year's 
end was 4,823,000, compared 
with 4,559,600 a year earlier. 

The bureau said the figures 
were preliminary and that a final 
population could be released la- 
ter this year. 

'The growth, mostly of the 


Jewish population, is mainly the 
result of die increased immigra- 
tion to Israel — from 25,000 in 
1989 to 200,000 in 1990." the 
report said. 

In 1989, 16,000 of the newcom- 
ers came from the Soviet Union. 
Last year, 184,000 were Soviets. 

. Soviet immigration fell sharply 
daring the Gulf war and has not 
recovered to pre-war levels. The 
government initially had pre- 
dicted 400,000 would immigrate 
this year, but has since reduced 
its projection to between 200,000 
and 300.000. 

Israel has welcomed the Soviet 
immigrants’ boost to Jewish 
population growth because of 
fears that the fast-growing Arab 
minority could become a “des- 
tabilising” factor in the Jewish 
state. 

The bureau said the figures 
were preliminary and a final re- 
port would be released in several 
months. 

The report also indicated 
strong growth in number of Jew- 
ish settlers in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The gov- 
ernment has stepped up its efforts 
to move Jewish settlers to the 
occupied territories. 

According to the report, 82.000 
Jewish settlers lived in the occu- 
pied territories at the end of 1990. 
It gave no figures for the Palesti- 


nian population. 

In recent weeks, government 
officials have been using a figure 
of 100,000 for Jewish settlers. 
The discrepancy could not im- 
mediately be explained. 

The bureau said Jewish popula- 
tion in the occupied territories 
expanded 11.7 per cent in 1990, 
slightly more than the 9.8 per 
cent growth in 1989. 

Ghassan Kha tib, a Palestinian- 
economic development expert 
from the West Bank, said the 
demographic trends '‘only add to 
the complications' of solving the 
Middle East conflict.” 

He added: “We are not against 
the p rin c ip le of immigration, if 
done in the context of peace. But 
given the state of hostility ... this 
Soviet Jewish immigration is in- 
deed a negative addition to the 
political situation.” 

The report gave the following 
breakdowns on population for 
major cities: 

— Occupied Jerusalem, 

526,000 residents at end of 1990, 
np 4.4 per cent from a year 
earlier. 

— Tel Aviv, 339,000. up 5.4 
per cent. 

— Haifa, 245,000, .up about 
nine per cent. 

— Beersbeva, 122,000, up 7.5 
per cent. 


Hurd: Saddam must go to secure peace 


PERTH. Scotland (R) — Sad- 
dam Hussein is the biggest obsta- 
cle to lasting peace in Iraq and its 
readmission to the world com- 
munity, British Foreign Minister 
Douglas Hurd contended Friday. 

Mr. Hurd said the Iraqi leader 
was standing in the way of inter- 
national protection for Kurdish 
refugees, a lasting peace settle- 
ment with Kuwait, and lifting of 
international sanctions against 
Baghdad. 

“It is difficult to imagine that 
Saddam Hussein's government 
could fulfil all the conditions laid 
down by the United Nations for 
the removal of sanctions.” Mr. 
Hurd told a Conservative Party 
conference. 

“Only a new government will 
enable Iraq to be readmitted to 
the community of nations." 

International sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
last Aug. 2 could not be lifted 


while the Kurdish crisis and “mal- 
treatment” of other Iraqi minor- 
ities continued, he said. 

“There can be no question of 
any relaxation in sanctions whilst 
Saddam Hussein's persecution of 
minorities continues,” he said. 

Mr. Hurd said it was essential 
the international community con- 
tinued to provide protection for 
Kurds, regardless of Iraqi objec- 
tions to plans for a U.N. police 
force. 

“What is certain is that the 
refugees need protection as well 
as relief,” he said. 

“They get that protection now 
from allied troops. In one form or 
another the international com- 
munity will have to make sure 
they continue to receive it." 

“Mr. Hurd said Iraq must be 
compelled to comply with the 
ceasefire agreement which ended 
the Gulf war over Kuwait. 


Kuwaiti detainees had to be re- 
turned and Iraq’s chemical, biolo- 
gical and nuclear weapons capa- 
bilities destroyed. 

Arms control in the region was 
also vital, Mr. Hurd said. 

“It was madness which allowed 
Iraq to amass a tank force twice 
as large as Britain and France 
together.” he said. 

“It would be irresponsible for 
the world community to let it 
happen again.” 

Mr. Hurd said lasting peace 
depended on resolving the Arab- 
Israel conflict. He called on both 
the Arab World and Israel to giye 
some ground on the issue with 
Arabs recognising Israel’s right to 
exist and Israel surrendered occu- 
pied territory. 

“A fair solution is crucial if a 
lasting peace is to be established 
in the Middle East,” Mr. Hurd 
said. 
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Basra residents take water from a broken pipeline. Contaminated water is blamed by health 
experts for cholera cases in Iraq (photo by P.V. Vivekanand) 

Iraq facing shortages of key 
commodities — especially money 


SYDNEY (R) — Iraq faces se- 
vere shortages of grain and veget- 
able oils but lack of another key 
commodity — money — is its 
most pressing problem, trade 
analysts say. 

Iraq was one of the world's 
major commodity importers be- 
fore last August when the United 
Nations imposed trade sanctions 
following the invasion of Kuwait. 
Now, exporters are wary. 

“We understand from the Ira- 
qis that they simply haven't got 
any money at the moment to buy 
grain.” said Charles Stott, the 
Australian Wheat Board's Mid- 
dle East marketing manager. 

Mr. Stott, who returned to 
Australia on Wednesday after 
talks with Iraqi officials in Am- 
man, said Iraq wanted to boy one 
million tonnes of Australian 
wheat. 

“Basically, they have said that 
their (grain) stocks are virtually 
nil at the moment,” he said in a 
radio interview. 

“They are very, very desperate 
indeed for wheat to feed the 
populace," be added. 

But Australia, traditionally a 
big supplier of wheat to Iraq, has 
said it not only wants assurances 
that Iraq can pay but it wants an 
agreement on Iraq’s outstanding 
debts of about $470 million be-' 
fore trade resumes. 

At current prices, a million- 
tonne deal would be worth about 
$110 million. 

Other potential food suppliers 
are also cautious. 

The Thai Rice Exporters Asso- 
ciation said Thursday it bad re- 
ceived a request from Iraq for 

200,000 tonnes of rice worth ab- 


out $65 million, but an associa- 
tion official said no deal could be 
concluded until Iraqi assets were 
unfrozen. 

Association Vice President 
Vorapong Pichayapongsa said 
Iraq had told the Thais it cannot 
repay a $67.5 million debt owed 
since last October because of 
economic sanctions. 

In Paris, a French Finance 
Ministry official said: “Trade 
with Iraq will not be resumed at 
its normal level as long as the 
financial problems have not been 
resolved.” 

Since 1986, France, a major 
supplier of arms as well as food to 
Iraq, has scaled down its exports 
because of Iraq's inability or un- 
willingness to pay back its debt. 

Iraq's debt to France is' esti- 
mated by the French treasury at 
29 billion francs (S4.9 billion), 
including interest. Iraq has a total 
foreign debt of about $80 billion. 

Under United Nations trade 
sanctions, Iraq has not been able 
to sell any oil even to buy food 
and medicine, although the Un- 
ited Nations has authorised the 
unfreezing of Iraqi funds to allow 
it to pay for humanitarian im- 
ports. 

Iraq has asked the United Na- 
tion's Sanctions Committee for 
permission to sell $1 billion worth 
of oil to buy essentials. Hie 
Security Council wants an agree- 
ment on war reparations before 
oil exports return to normal. 

Australian officials say they are 
confident a big Australian wheat 
sale would fall into the “huma- 
nitarian” category. 

Before the Gulf crisis Iraq im- 
ported 3.5 million tonnes of 


wheat a year, mostly from Au- 
stralia, the United States and 
Canada. Hie London-based In- 
ternational Wheat Council says 
Iraq is now expected to import 
only 500,000 tonnes of wheat and 
floor in the 12 months to the end 
of June. 

The Hamburg-based cooking 
oil industry newsletter Oil World 
has said Iraq faces an acute shor- 
tage of vegetable oil. 

It said imports are likely to 
show a fall to 20,000 tonnes in- 
October/March 1990/91 from 

163.000 tonnes a year earlier. 
However, some oil is being smug- 
gled through Turkey and Iran. In 
previous years Iraq imported as 
much as 300,000 tonnes of palm 
oil. 

In mid-April Iraq tried to buy 

100.000 tonnes of European 
wheal for May/June delivery but 
traders refused to respond due to 
concern about Iraq’s ability to 
pay. 

The United States, formerly a 
major supplier of wheat, corn, 
coolring oils, soybeans and rice to 
Iraq, has said it wants to govern- 
ment of Saddam Hussein re- 
moved from power before it re- 
sumes ties and it wants all 
possible sanctions to stay in place 
until it is gone. 

A major irritant between the 
two co on tries is the failure of Iraq 
to repay some $2 billion fa com- 
mercial loans guaranteed by the 
U.S. Agriculture Department 
(USDA) under a programme cal- 
led GSM 102 when the two na- 
tions were on friendly terms. 

The USDA has already started 
to pay up on defaults by Iraq to 
several banks. 


Arab disarray to curtail conference 


CAIRO (AP) — Political dis- 
array resulting from the Gulf war 
will curtail drastically a confer- 
ence of Arab foreign ministers 
scheduled for next week, Egyp- 
tian and Arab League officials 
say. 

It wil be the second time in less 
than two months that a league 
meeting has been stymied by fall- 
out from Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait last August and liberation 
of the emirate seven months later 
by a U.S.-led military coalition. 

The meeting's agenda calls for 
two or three days of political 
discussions after a dosed-door 
session next Wednesday. Offi- 
cials said it is now expected to 
break up after tbe secret session. 

And they said its only business 
will be the election of a new 
secretary -general, virtually cer- 
tain to be Esmat Abdul Meguid, 
Egypt's foreign minister. 

The only candidate, Mr. Abdul 
Meguid is assured overwhelming 
support from tbe league's 21 
members. The charter requires a 
two-thirds majority or 14 mem- 
bers for election. At least 18 


members have said they will en- 
dorse the Egyptian. 

“Tbe agenda includes impor- 
tant problems, but resolving them 
at the coming meeting of the 
Arab League council will not be 
possible, given the bitte r ness that 
still prevails,” said Mahmoud 
Abul Nasr, Egyp^s- permanent 
delegate. 

“Tbe meeting will not be useful 
if these questions are discussed. 
Such problems can be tackled 
later fa diplomatic exchanges." 

According to a copy of the 
agenda obtained by the Associ- 
ated Press, listed topics include 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict, tbe 
focus of current U.S. peacemak- 
ing efforts; immigration of Soviet 
Jews to Israel, and die Palestinian 
uprising. 

The agenda indudes no Gulf 
war-related items. But league 
officials said Iraq planned to raise 
“explosive issues” such as foreign 
interference fa the Arab World 

Iraq's occupation of Kuwait 
split tbe Arabs. Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and Syria led Arab opposi- 


tion to the conquest and joined 
the anti-Iraq alliance. Jordan, 
Yemen, Sudan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and some Neath African coun- 
tries like Mauritania and Algeria 
displayed sympathy. 

Osama AI Bax, top political 
aide to President Hosai Mubar- 
ak, discussed next week’s confer- 
ence on Wednesday with the 
league's acting secretary-general, 
Asaad Ai Asaad of Lebanon. 

League officials said Mr. Baz 
and Mr. Assad agreed that it 
would do well to refrain from 
political debates, thus avoiding 
posable aggravation of existing 
divisions. 

They said tbe two men also 
agreed that a motion for adjour- 
nment be presented immediately 
after tbe secretary -general's elec- 
tion. 

Tbe council of the 46-year-old 
league convened in Cairo on 
March 30 for a routine low-level 
session. Tbe meeting was signifi- 
cant only because all members 
attended for tbe first time since 
die Kuwait invasion. 


Iraqis prepare to 
travel, but confront 
currency restriction 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times. Staff Reporter 

AFFLUENT IRAQIS are pre- 
paring themselves to travel out- 
side the country from May 15, 
when a government ban m i exit 
p ermits will be lifted. But the 
main problem confronting many 
is a government decree that -they 
would not be allowed to transfer 
foreign currency abroad. 

In addition, all indications are 
that the. destinations will be res- 
tricted to a few Arab countries in 
the initial phase. 

Several Iraqis said they had 
learnt from passport authorities 
dial die initially permitted coun- 
tries will be Jordan, Yemen, 
Tunisia and Sudan. 

Officials said no decision 
_^was taken on such a restriction 
"'but they expected further details 
of die easing of travel restrictions 
to be announced this week. 

However, “under no dremnst- 
ances would any m ass exodus be 
facilitated,” said one official 
without elaboration. The possible 
restriction on destinations and 
the blanket ban on foreign trans- 
fers appeared to be designed to 
ensure that no Iraqi travels out- 
side without strong financial 
means and gets stock as refugees 
in any country. 

According to Information 
Minister Hamid Yousef Hmnma- 
<fi, while all Iraqis can avail of die 
lifting of the ban no foreign trans- ■ 
fers would be allowed. This limits 
travel to those who have money 
abroad. 

However, many Iraqis, mostly 
from the retail bnaness commun- 
ity, said they had enough money 
in foreign currency in ea«fi with 
them but did not know whether 
they could cany it with them 
across die border. 

Almost every second merchant 
and shop in Baghdad freely, 
accepts American doflais at die 
Made market rate of six Iraqi 
dinars to a dollar. The pre-war 
rate was four dinars to the dollar 
(the official rate remains $3.2 to a 
dinar). 

Many Iraqis are also looking 
around for foreign currency fa 
cash, but the Iraqi dinar has 


paradoxically strengthened 
against the dollar- to. reach the 
soi-to-one rate against eight-to- 
ooe two weeks ago: 

Iraqi black - market dealers 
argue that the dinar has gone op 
in tbe Jordanian market-— the 
only place the Inup currency fa 
accepted — and tins explains the 
rise in Che Iraqi, capital 1 itself. But 
economic analysts believe that, 
the increase is temporary : aqd 
expect the rate to go down to a 
level more compatible wfcfa the 
Baghdad raze. 

Mr. Hnmmacfi, the infor matio n 
minister, said last week 'tiikt all 
Iraqis would be issued a one-year 
exit permit, bat men between 18 
and 41 years of age have to 
produce evidence that they have 
performed their mandatory ser- 
vice in the armed forces. 

The tiftmgof tite travel bah, 
imposed immediately after the 
Ang. 2 Iraqi takeover of Kuwait, 
is widely welcomed by ' the Iraqis, 
and' many are-looking forward to 
leaving tbe country and staying 
away for a short while from the 
su f ferin gs brought about by the 
Gulf war which ended in late 
February. 

*T am going to the Far East,” 
said a Christian bosmesonan 
whose shop was completely de- 
molished in the allied bombing of 
Iraq during the war. “It will take 
years before I can pot my busi- 
ness back together and I have 
some relatives in the Far Easf 
with whom I can spend some 
.time.” 

Many said they would like to 
travel to Europe and the United 
States, but (fid not know whether 
they would be granted visas. 

“There is no American embas- 
sy in Baghdad and there is ho way 
I could know whether 1 could get 
a visa from the embassy' in Am- 
man,” said a lawyer. 

Iraq first imposed the travel 
ban fa 1980, shortly after tbe 
Iran-Iraq war began. The ban was 
eased in early 1990, about 16 
months after the Iran-Iraq war 
ended with a ceasefire. Tbe ban 
was reimposed after the Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait. 

The writer has just returned after 
a week-long stay in Iraq 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Protesters clash with Australian police 

SYDNEY (R) — About 200 angry protesters, including schoolgirls 
and mothers cradling babies, scuffled with Australian police as 
Turkish President Turgut Ozal arrived at a state reception fa 
Sydney Friday. Chanting “Ozal murderer," “Justice for Cyprus,” 
die crowd singed forward as Mr. Ozal’s car arrived at the New 
South Wales state office block. As the crowd poshed through a thin 
plastic ribbon barrier scuffles broke out with police and some of 
Mr. Ozal’s bodyguards. Police jabbed some protesters with batons 
and wrestled others to the ground. No arrests were made and no 
one was injured. Police called for reinforcements and erected 
wooden barriers to prevent clashes when Mr. Ozal left the 
reception an hour later. A spokesman for the protesters, members 
of Australia’s Armenian and Kurdish communities, told Reuters 
die demonstrators wanted Turkey to remove troops from Cyprus 
and for the Turkish government to acknowledge human rights 
abuses against Armenians. 

Lebanese teachers end strike 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 70,000 schoolteachers ended a four- 
day strike Friday after the government bowed to their demands for 
better pay to match soaring inflation. The teacher’s onion said in a 
statement it decided to call off the strike, which affected 800,000 
students, after Education Minister Butros Harb pledged to meet 
their demands. The government has issued a decree raising 
teachers’ pay but the rise needs parliament’s approval. The 
minimum monthly wage for a schoolteacher is currently 52^)00 
pounds ($52). Lebanon’s economy has been hit hard by 16 yearn of 
civil war. The inflation rate last year was 100 per cent. 

Yugoslavia to renew ties with Israel 

BELGRADE (AP) — Yugoslavia and Israel will soon renew 
diplomatic ties which were severed almost 24 years ago, a Yugoslav 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said Friday. Srdjan Kerim said “the 
process of renewal of diplomatic ties with Israel is in the final 
phase." Yugoslavia, along with most of- Eastern Europe’s Com- 
munist countries, broke off ties with Israel following the 1967 
Middle East war. East Europeans have now renewed relations with 
Israel. 
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CHURCHES 

SI. Mac? of Nazareth Ctnrdi SneHlefa, 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of (he Aannndatioa Tel. 

637440. 


De la Safle Church Tel. 661757 
Temanta Church Td: 622366 
Church of tbe Annooctattea Td. 

623541. 

AsgHcan Church Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cbarch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbarch Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Cbarch Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church TeL 

685326. 

Evangelical Lotheran Church Td: 

811295. 

Tbe Church of Jeans Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 815817. 654932 
Church of Nazareae Tel. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Department of 
M e te orology. 

Another rise in temperatures win 
take place and winds win be south- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
wffl be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MtnJmax. temp. 

Amman 19/32 

Aqaba 24/38 

Dcscns 16/34 

Jordan Valley 22/37 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high t empera t u res: Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 36. Humidity reading: 
Amman 21 per cent. Aqaba IS per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. team Hawamdefa ............ 624830 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 615648 

Dr. Pafcbri Tayeb 885880 

Dr. Kfaaldoun Kkmb 826919 

Firas pharmacy 66191 2 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naireukfa pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salim pharmacy 636730 

-Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Stamctsani pharmacy 637660 

1KBUH 

Dr. Ahmad Bisbtawi (— ) 

AI Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. RatcbAuOah (—1 

K Jm lifc h pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Dcfenoe Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoGcc 192. 621III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 77SI21 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Psbtic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory asBEtanec) 121 

Overseas CaBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdcvisioa 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordar 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oxen Aha Inti. Airport 08-S3200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbafidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
AJtilch Maternity, i.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcnam 664171/4 

Stuneisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664)64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhnjrccn 777101/3 

AT Bashir, J. Aahraficb 775111/26 


Anny, Marta 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674ISS 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (091991071 
Ibn Situ Hospital (09)986732 

DtBtDr 

Princess Basmi Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tbd information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Aba International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where h 

should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

07:30 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

10:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

IW5 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

11:15 — Aqaba (RJ) 

17*45 - Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

22^6 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Cairo (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

OfcW Damascus (RJ) 

•*** AqabafRJ) 

12*8 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:10 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

1209 Brussels. London (RJ) 

13:45 Cairo (RJ) 

lfc38 - Tripoli (RJ) 

2BdlD Jeddah (RJ) 

22:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

*2a«S Rome. Madrid (Rif 

13riM Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•MS - Being (ME) 


- Cairo (MS) 

Da ma sc u s, Paris (AF) 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcrtowtr price in Os per kg. 

APf4c 550/500 

540/480 

Banana (Muhaaunar) — 450 / 400 

- 540/480 

400 / 350 

g"gp--“ 140/100 

C"™* — 260/200 

<£>*nower 250/200 

^«^bers (large) J80/ 120 

Ow mbcis (amaB) 420 / 380 

““ 1000 / 900 

9®““°* 260/220 

400/350 

orapctnnt — 2S0T 200 

“■x* 280 / 230 

120/ 70 

“ anow P a *^) 120/ 80 

Marrow (small) 240/180 

CMjos ftrt. ... — 160/120 

v«jon (groen) 170/ 120 

250 / 200 

L cpper 220/160 

Pepper (sweet) 200/160 

250/200 

£“*** 150/100 

Sagc ^ 450/350 

5““* — 140/100 

Tomatoes — 380/320 




Home News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MAY 11, 1991 


Industrialists warned to 
abide by specifications 
regarding waste water 


AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and 
Trade Minister Ziad Fariz has 
warned Jordanian industries 
which foil to adhere to the sped’ 
fications of waste water dumped 
in Zarqa River, valleys or canals. 

The minister said that the re- 
sidues and waste dumped by fac- 
tories in streams and valleys 
posed a threat to human life and 
to plants, and contributed to en- 
vironmental pollution. 

At a meeting with owners and 
directors of various Jordanian 
factories located near Zarqa Riv- 
er, Mr. Fariz said that the prime 
minister directed special atten- 
tion to this subject and informed 
them that the government was 
serious in its endeavours to en- 
sure the safety of water in King 
Tala! Dam, which receives its 
water from Zarqa River, and to 
prevent water contamination by 


Official calls for drafting 
an international convention 
on environment protection 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher 
Council of Science and Technolo- 
gy’s Secretary General Abdullah 
Touqan Friday called for drafting 
a U.N. -sponsored international 
convention on the protection of 
environment. 

“Such a convention should in- 
clude specific and clear provisions 
with a binding power,” Mr. Tou- 
qan said. 

He called on the world com- 
munity to rally behind such a 
convention and to show tire same 
firmness which tire U.S. led coali- 
tion showed against Iraq during 
the Gulf crisis in working towards 
such a convention. 

He said that it was not easy for 
world leaders or powers to safe- 
guard their own interests by 
themselves. He emphasised that the 
earth protection should serve as a 
central cause in any new world 
order. 

. Mr. Touqan said the formation 
of an international data bank on 
environment was the first step 
towards drafting such a conven- 
tion which would prevent the use 
of environment as a tool of war.” 
Such a bank, if established,- can 
serve as an international centre 
for .managing .environmental 
crises affairs and proposmgreme- 
diai measures for any potential 
harm to the environment.” be 
said. 


Mr. Touqan said that the Gulf 
war had resulted in setting oil 
refineries in Kuwait on fire, leak- 
age of oil to the Gulf waters and 
the emission of thousands of ton- 
nes of chemicals into the atmos- 
phere, thus polluting the whole 
region. 

“The burning of oil wells, re- 
fineries and other oil instailat'ons 
in Kuwait has inflicted catas- 
trophic effects on the atmos- 
phere,” he noted. 

He added that the Gulf war 
had resulted in the premeditated 
destruction of environment. 

He called on world leaders and 
countries to speed up concluding 
and ratifying such a convention, 
noting that the use of environ- 
ment as a weapon of destruction 
could lead to long-term econo- 
mic, demographic and environ- 
mental disasters as well as clima- 
tic changes and environmental 
degradation for the whole globe. 

Mr. Touqan said that the Gulf 
crisis resulted in the leakage to 
the Gulf waters of two to three 
'milli on barrels of o3. according to 
final estimates. “Such a leakage is 
deemed to have left negative 
impacts on the Goff countries 
because of its potential effect on 
the desalination plants, energy 
plants and industrial facilities,” 
be said. It also affects marine life 
and natural resources, Mr. Tou- 
qan added. 


’ Arab Red Crescent Societies 
to hold meeting in Damascus 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion representing the Iraqi Red 
Crescent Society arrived in Am- 
man Thursday on its way to 
Damascus to participate in the 
meetings of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Arab Red Orescent 
Societies General Secretariat. 

Head of the Iraqi society’s In- 
ternational Affairs Department 
Amid Khaled Abdul Hamid said 
his society’s participation in the 
meetings stems for its keenness to 
enhance the activities of the Red 
Crescent in the Arab World and 
safeguard Arab unity. 

hi another development. Presi- 
dent of the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society Ibrahim A1 Nonri said 


Iraq had received a new shipment 
of medical and food aid, donated 
by Arab and foreign humanita- 
rian organisations. 

He said the relief aid, which 
arrived in Iraq via Amman, was 
donated by foe Red Crescent 
societies of Jordan and Algeria, 
foe Catholic churches, the Euro- 
pean Community (EC), the Inter- 
national Society for foe Preven- 
tion of Nuclear War in Germany 
and foe Japanese International 
Friendship Delegation. 

Dr. Nonri said the aid included 
flour, rice, oil, dried milk, miner- 
al water, water filters, electric 
generators, beds and blankets. 


GUVS, Libyan 
delegation hold talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — President 
and members of foe General Un- 
ion of Voluntary Societies’ 
(GUVS) Executive Council met 
Friday with a Libyan delegation 
currently on a visit to Jordan. 

The council's President Dr. 
Abdullah A1 Khatib briefed foe 
delegation on the history of the 
voluntary movement in Jordan 
and projects carried out by 
GUVS. 


Kingdom’s Mufti Sheikh Izzed- 
dine A1 Tamimi, who is also 
chairman of a charity society at 
GUVS, briefed foe delegation on 
GUVS’s aid to students at Jorda- 
nian universities. 

Head of the Libyan delegation. 
Dr. Mustafa A1 Za’idi, expressed 
his satisfaction with foe visit in 
Jordan and landed foe role of foe 
voluntary movement in foe King- 
dom. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


fallowing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins aad 
time and place with the concerned mssrauons. 

EXHIBITION 

☆ Art aiiMfion by Nazir Ismal at Ita Fr«di 
Foundation (10 a.m — 8 P-&-) 

FILM 

☆ F — fita eataied “The Shooting Party” at the British 
Cbnncfl — 6:00 p.m* 


Jr* ViiTfc 4J 




all means. 

The minister noted that his 
ministry would monitor carefully 
foe factories' adherence to the 
specifications of waste water, 
which mentioned the kind of wa- 
ter that can be dumped in the 
river. 

The minister fixed the end of 
May as a deadline for ail indus- 
tries and factories to rectify their 
situation and refused to extend 
any longer this deadline, calling 
on those who requested such an 
extension to close down their 
factories until their situation was 
rectified. 

He warned violators that their 
factories would be closed down if 
they failed to abide by the dead- 
line, and pledged the ministry's 
technical support to enable them 
rectify their situations within the 
space of time allotted. 
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Her Royal Hi ghnwg Princess Sarvath Friday fires proceeds will benefit Medical Aid for Palestinians 

the starting foot for the charity march whose (MAP) (photo by Yousef AJ Allan) 

RSS to make use of skills, 
know- how of expatriates 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) is cur- 
rently trying to revive and prom- 
ote a project, engineered in 1988. 
aimed at attracting Jordanian ex- 
patriates with special skills in 
various fields to come and work 
in Jordan for short periods as 
consultants in cooperation with 
foe United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

An official at the RSS said that 
the project, known as Transfer 
of Knowledge Through Expatri- 
ate Nationals (TOKTEN) enti- 
tled involving these expatriates in 
various Jordanian institutions, 
with the UNDP meeting travel 
cost and living expenses. The 
visit's period various between one 
week to three months, according 
to the official. 

The RCC engineered the prog- • 
raw me in an effort to encourage 
qualified expatriates to volunteer 
their services in order to secure a 
modest but significant transfer of 
know-how to Jordan, he said. 


The TOKTEN scheme covers 
persons of Jordanian origin, 
working abroad, irrespective of 
whether they have retained their 
Jordanain rationality or adopted 
a new one, accordingg to the 
official who added that the RSS 
had been sending out messages to 
attract these skilled expatriates. 

Those we are looking for are 
usually professionals with a wide 
variety of skills needed in Jordan 
for economic, technological and 
social development, in accord- 
ance with the priorities of the 
national development plans, the 
official said. 

He said that the visiting expert 
would transmit knowledge and 
practical know-bow to recipient 
institutions through training 
seminars or person to person 
consultations by joint' research 
projects and by giving proposals 
on policy issues and other advis- 
ory services. 

“These skilled expatriates have 
acquired affinity that would en- 


able them to transfer and adapt a 
skill or technology acquired 
abroad more effectively, due to 
the ease of communication, than 
could an industrialised country 
expert brought up in a different 
environment," he said. 

The RSS. he noted, has 
reached agreement with the 
UNDP to encourage oonsuftams 
to volunteer their services and the 
know-how. This can become a 
continuous process because ex- 
perts can maintain contacts with 
Iordan's institutions while they 
continue to live and work abroad, 
the official pointed out. 

He said that the project offered 
migrating professionals who 
would like to help their country 
of origin a point of entry into its 
professional and social life and at 
the same time it promotes institu- 
tional Linkages and provides the 
recipient country with a perma- 
nent pool of knowledge upon 
which to draw at relatively low 
cost. 


1 990 crime figures increase 
by 8.7% over those of 1989 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
21,885 crimes were committed in 
Jordan in 1990, registering an 8.7 
per cent increase over the 1989 
figures, with murders, robberies 
and immoral acts growing conspi- 
cuously. 

The figures were released by 
foe Public Security Department 
(PSD) which said that although 
the crimes increased, foe Jorda- 
nian society is not faced with foe 
danger of organised crime. 

PSD Director Maj. Gen Fadel 
Ali Fuheid stressed that the dis- 
covery of the crimes and crimin- 
als in Jordan was rated as one of 
the highest io foe world thanks to 
foe skill of those in charge of 
investigation and foe sound proc- 
edures they follow. 

The quick discovery of the 
crimes and foe criminals, said 
Maj. Gen. Fuheid, is bound to 
help reduce foe rate of crimes in 
the country in foe long run. 

He however noted that the rise 
in the number of all lands of 
crimes necessitates dose coopera- 
tion between the society and 
police services since “it is a 
national duty to combat crime.” 

Brigadier Abdul Karim Taraw- 
neb, director of the PSD’s Cri- 
minal Investigations Department, 
said that foe increase in the 
volume of crimes reflected the 


socio-economic circumstances 
that affected Jordan and the 
population growth in foe past 
year. 

“Robberies in Jordan last year 
rose by 29.3 per cent over the 
previous year. Embezzlement 
cases increased by 14.2 per ceni 
and murders by 35 per cent,” 
Brig. Tarawneh pointed out. 

“The total number of murders 
committed in the Kingdom dur- 
ing 1990 were 84, of which only 
11 remain unsolved, but the num- 
ber of murders registered an in- 
crease of 22 over those commit- 
ted in 1989,” Brig. Tarawneh 
said. 

He said that immoral crimes 
were 790, registering a drop of 
262 compared with those of 1989. 

Referring to people involved in 
last year crimes. Brig. Tarawneh 
said that non-Jordanians 
accounted for 17.9 per cent of the 
total number of criminals. 

“Clinging on to obsolete social 
traditions like firing during festi- 
vities has cost foe country 27 
dead and 211 others injured. 
Brig. Tarawneh noted. He said 
that there were 312 firing inci- 
dents during festivities, mainly 
weddings, increasing by 88 over 
those of 1989. 

According to Brig. Tarawneh, 
there were 47 suicide cases in 


1990, almost as many as during 
the previous year, but that the 
suicide attempts, which stood at 
482. registered an increase of 63 
per cent. 

Brig. Tarawneh said that rob- 
beries and thefts proved to be on 
foe increase all foe time and he 
attributed them mainly to unem- 
ployment, low standard of living 
and the prevailing economic con- 
ditions. 

Brig. Tarawneh cited a report 
by the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) on socio- 
economic conditions in Jordan 
which stated that nearly 33 per 
cent of the population were living 
under the poverty line, and said 
that such conditions constituted a 
rich ground for crime. 

The two PSD officers released 
foe figures to the Higher National 
Committee on Combating Crime 
whose members reviewed various 
techniques to deal with foe situa- 
tion and the role which the 
school, foe mosque and foe fami- 
ly can play in curtailing crimes in 
the Kingdom. 

The meeting announced foe 
formation of a special sub- 
committee to work out a policy, 
to be conducted through the 
media, in order to deal with foe 
questions of rising crimes in Jor- 
dan. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lawzi, Arabiyat receive envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of foe Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmad Lawzi received at 
the Parliament Thursday foe newly appointed 
North Korean ambassador to Jordan and discus- 
sed with him foe results of the Interparliamentary 
.Union (TPU) meeting held in North Korea 
recently as well as bilateral relations. Mr. Lawzi 
also received the Finnish ambassador to Jordan 
on the occasion of the end of his tour of duty and 
with turn scopes of cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Finland, particularly in par- 
liamentary fields. The North Korean and the 
Furnish ambassadors were also received by 
Speaker of foe Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat. Dr. Arabiyat discussed 
with the ambassadors foe role their countries 
could play to resolve the Middle East problem. 

JEA discusses cooperation with Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Jordanian 
E ngineers Association (JEA) Ismail B re wish and 
members of foe association board met Thursday 
with Secretary General of foe Arab Engineers 
Union Abdul Sattar AJ Rawi and Iraqi Engineer 
Association President Dr. Hareth Al Khashali. 
Both sides discussed cooperation ties between 
the JEA on the one hand and the Arab Union 
and foe Iraqi association on foe other. Dr. 
Khashali expressed hope that cooperation be- 
tween the Jordanian and the Iraqi association be 
enhanced. He also lauded efforts exerted by foe 


Jordanian engineers to help Iraq in its ordeal. 
Mr. Rawi and Mr. Khashali arrived in Amman 
from Rabat, Morocco, Wednesday on their way 
home after taking part in the meetings of the 
Higher Council of foe Arab Engineers Union 
convened recently. 

Arabiyat to meet journalists 

AMMAN fPetra) — Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyat will 
Saturday meet with several Jordanian journalists 
to prepare a programme for them to have 
periodica] meetings with him to discuss issues of 
concern to the Kingdom. 

Doctor donates prize money to Iraq 

GENEVA (PetTa) — A Jordanian doctor Friday 
announced that he was donating the value of an 
international prize awarded to him by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) to the children of 
Iraq. Dr. Mohammad Rida Tawfiq, head of the 
Anti-Malaria Department at the Health Ministry, 
was named to have this year’s award in apprecia- 
tion of his efforts and research in the area of 
fighting malaria. At an award-reception cere- 
mony. held here in foe presence of medical 
delegations representing 160 countries. Dr. Taw- 
fiq said that foe children of Iraq, who are being 
besieged by the world, need the value of the 
award more than him, and therefore be decided 
to donate it to buy milk for them. 


MAP walk proceeds t 
benefit Palestinians 


By Nor Sad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputising for His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath Friday gave foe 
starting signal heralding foe be- 
ginning of the 16 kilometre walk, 
organised by the Medical Aid for 
Palestinians (MAP) to raise funds 
for Palestinians living under 
Israeli occupation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Taking pan in the MAP march, 
which is organised for the second 
year running, were Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra'ad Ben Zeid. 
Princess Majda Raad. a number 
of Jordanian officials and mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps in 
Amman. 

Also taking part in the march 
was Dr. Pauline Cutting, re- 
nowned for her work at Bourj Al 
.Barajneh refugee camp in Leba- . 
non. 

About 4.500 people partici- 
pated in the walk which began at 
foe Amra Hotel and followed a 
long and winding road to Al 
Rajaha village in Wadi Sir. The 
participants were met with what 
was called Khaimet Baladna. a 
tent with refreshments and food 
overlooking a beautiful scenery 
by the Dead Sea. 

“We were aiming at collecting 
about JD 200,000 from the 
march,” Nadia Alami, director of 
MAP-Jordan said. “But it is too 
soon to tell how much we col- 
lected.” 

Although MAP was facing 
some difficulties shortly after the 
Gulf war (around 300.000 Palesti- 
nians from Kuwait, who used to 
finance Palestinian institutions, 
like hospitals and schools, lost 
their livelihood) “MAP-London 
is now involving itself in numer- 


ous activities which will provide 
for medical equipment, foreign 
volunteer workers and money for 
paying the Palestinians who work 
in foe West Bank and Gaza Strip 
as well as Lebanon." said Dr. 
Cutting, who wrote a book “Chil- 
dren of the Siege” — an account 
of foe Palestinian life in foe re- 
fugee camp of Bourj Al Barajneh 
in Beirut. 

While demand for financial 
support increased after the war, 
“if anything support for MAP- 
London increased also," Dr. Cut- 
ting. 39, told foe Jordan Times. 

“Yes, there were problems” 
because of the misinformation 
about the Palestinians, “but there 
is still a lot of support from the 
British public." she stated. 

MAP- London's remover this 
year was one million English 
pounds. 

Dr. Cutting, who is in Jordan 
for the third time, expressed sur- 
prise at rhe rapidity with which 
MAP-Jordan expanded. “When 1 
first came here, it (MAP) did not 
really exist." 

During her 10-day visit in the 
country. Dr. Cutting will talk to 
medical experts and associations 
about MAP’s work in Jordan and 
foe occupied territories. 

“People in foe Gaza Strip were 
affected by the war badly.” Dr. 
Cutting said. According to an 
orthopedic surgeon working 
there, life had been made much 
more difficult. “Many people lost 
their jobs, many Jost their liveli- 
hood, many were under con- 
tinuous curfews. There is real 
poverty now," Dr. Cutting ex- 
plained. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) has 
had to double their food rations 
because people cannot get by 


even to eat, the doctor adcec. 

This is one of the reasons MAP 
is actively working to collect 
funds. “We recently opened ars 
orthopedic centre in A) Ahli Hos- 
pital in the Gaza Strip. Wc :.rc 
also giving training courses *!:>. 
British intensive care specials 
at the hospital.” Dr. Cutting said. 

The need is greater now to 
expand aid in the camps in Leba- 
non and the West Bank and 
Gaza, according to Dr. Cutting. 
“Now the people are showing 
signs of malnutrition. ’’ She said. 
Although Gaza is a fertile area 
and the residents generally eat 
well, economic pressure is taking 
its toll on them, she added. 
“Many are partially disabled, 
many thousands are injured 
as time goes by they are more and 
more in need." 

Asked what rhe priority was in 
terms of aid. she said MAP tried 
to respond to the needs of what is 
asked for. “We rely on the in- 
formation we get. There is nee: 
for health care, hospital care 'mi 
physiotherapists, but really it de- 
pends from one area to another," 
Dr. Cutting added. 

Dr. Cutting, who was working 
in Queen Mary's Hospital . 
Roehampton, England, before 
she volunteered to work in the 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Beirut in 1986. says; “my memor- 
ies — although it was during the 
camp wars of Sabra and Shatib 
and Bourj Al Barajneh and we 
suffered very much with the 
Palestinians — my memories are 
pleasant. The people are gener- 
ous, strong and stoical.” 

At the end of the march. Prince 
Hassan handed over prizes to 
heads of participating teams, and 
received himself a cup from MAP 
in appreciation of his support for 
foe society’s activities. 






ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF HOLDS TALKS 
WITH U.S. WAR COLLEGE DELEGA- 
TION: Anny Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu 
Taleb met at his office with a visiting delegation 
representing the U.S. War College and discussed 
the Arab-lsradi conflict, Jordan’s position and 




efforts to seek a lasting settlement. The anny eftfe 
of staff and senior armed forces officers hlsr 
presented to foe visitors a briefing on Jordan'? 
endeavours to develop its armed forces, training 
programmes and the drive to acquire mode— 
technology. 


Brooke Hospital heads fly in 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Flying to 
Amman Saturday after a visit to 
Egypt is Richard Se aright, orga- 
nising secretary of the Brooke 
Hospital for Ajiimals. 

Mr. Searight has been visiting 
the Brooke Hospital in Cairo and 
its three equine clinics in Alexan- 
dria, Luxor and Aswan, and is 
coming to Jordan accompanied 
by Brigadier Sami Hassan, foe 
Brooke's director in Cairo, to 
attend foe fourth annual competi- 
tion for tourist horses at the 
Brooke Hospital's Princess Alia 
Clinic in Petra. 

This visit is particularly signifi- 
cant in that foe Brooke Hospital 
has been bearing the cost of feed 
for all 355 horses shortly after foe 
start of foe Gulf crisis, through 
the war, and is continuing to do 
so until foe end of June when it is 
hoped that the number of tourists 
visiting Petra will keep mere ask- 
ing. 

Wien tourism came to a halt, 
foe horse-owners could not afford 
to feed their horses, and seemed 
to have little alternative but to 
dispose of them. 

The Brooke Hospital’s gener- 


osity prevented such a tragedy, 
and now that tourists are gradual- 
ly returning they will not be 
denied unique ride down foe 
spectacular Siq. 

The horses have benefited 
from their long rest and are all 
looking very well, which means 
that their competition judge Sun- 
day, Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Alia Al Hussein, (who is the 
Brooke Hospital's patron), may 
have a difficult task choosing the 
winner from the best 45 horses 
which have already been chosen. 

Judging is on condition and 
turnout of the horses, the condi- 
tion, cleanliness and safety of the 
saddlery, (most important for the 


benefit of tourists), and the con- 
dition of horses' feet. This is 
important too as the tracks and 
Siq are very stony. First is a 
saddle donated by Mrs. Barbara. 
Colville from England, and there 
are money prizes up to fifteenth 
place. All contestants receive a 
smart resette. 

The Ministry of Tourism ex- 
pressed its gratitude to the 
Brooke Hospital and Mr. Sea- 
fight for keeping the horses in 
good shape through the past diffi- 
cult months so that they are ready 
for the tourists again. Mr. Nasri 
Attalah, the Ministry of Tourists 
secretary general will be presen. 
at the competition. 




Amman Baccalaureate Sdte. 



15,498 

families 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Nation- 
al Aid Fund (NAF) spent JD 
1,772,056 in the form of recurrent 
cash assistance and emergency 
assistance during the past four 
months, according to NAF Direc- 
tor General Farouq Badran. He 
said that a total of 15,489 families 
benefitted from the fund’s assist- 
ance. 


Has a vacancy for a highly qualified 

Assistant Principal for Administrative and Financial 
Affairs. 

Trie successful candidate will be bilingual in Arabic and English 
with the following qualifications: 

1 . A university degree in Business Administration/Finance from 
a recognised university. 

2. 5-10 year's experience in administration and financial man- 
agement. 

3. The ability to manage the non-academic services ot the 
school. 

4 Familiarity with the use of computers In administration. 
Application forms, which may be obtained from the school, 
should be returned with full curriculum vitae as soon as possible 
to: 

Amman Baccalaureate School 
P.O.Box 441 
Sweiteh — Jordan 
Fax. (9626) 834603 

Amman Baccalaureate school is on the Al Hashmieh * Fuheis Read 

Amman Baccalaureate Scfe©©3 

invites applications for the following teaching positions in Senior 
School (grades 6-12) from August 1991: 

☆ Economics to 1GCSE and International Baccalaureate (fresh- 
man level), (full-time or part-time). 

☆ French (part-time) 

Application forms should be returned to the school 
by May 15th. 






4 





pinion S* Analysis 






JORDAN! TIMES** SATiflM)^ 








An indcpcndaii Arab pofitial duly pabtsbed in English by the Jordan Press Foundation 
Established 1975 

« ■jll jfL. injihnu Jj.pi «Bm 4j, * Uijfi ««yf jhfij jJUfk 


Chairmen of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AJL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in -Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 0710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 007171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 23497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 601242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Long-awaited signal 

SOVIET FOREIGN Minister Alexander Bessmertnykh’s 
statement to the press Thursday that Moscow may reconsid- 
er its present policy on Jewish emigration to Israel is the 
most potent signal yet Gram the Soviet Union that it means 
business in pursuing its role in the Middle East. When 
questioned about the impact of massive Jewish immfgratkm 
on the quest for peace in the Middle East, Bessmertnykh 
acknowledged that Soviet Jewish immig ration to Israel is of 
deep concern to the Arab side and that his government 
would not exclude the possibility of reconsidering the 
continuation of the emigres’ flow, especially in view of 
Israel’s persistent settlement policy in the occupied territor- 
ies. Of course the Arab World has been sounding the alarm 
about Jewish immigration for a long time but with little 
avail . For Moscow to come out in the open now in support of 
the Arab concern Is indeed a step forward. The Soviet 
government’s stance on the conditions for pursuing peace 
between the Arabs and Israel is also timely in view of the 
projected resumption of diplomatic relations between Tel 
Aviv and Moscow. Few weeks ago the European Commun- 
ity (EC) countries also came oat very strongly against 
Israel’s continued colonisation of Arab territories, hot that 
European posture remained rhetorical and lacking teeth. 
Now the Soviet Union appears to link its rejection of Israel’s 
usurpation of Arab lands with the continued flow of Soviet 
Jewish immigration. This is the kind of language that Tel 
Aviv may understand and heed. Washington should now 
join forces with Moscow on this matter by tr anslating its 
pious declaration that Israeli settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip are an obstacle to peace. Then and only 
then, the superpowers would set the stage for a peaceful 
solution to the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

The real significance of Bessmertnykh’s message to Israel 
lies in the fact that it is the first signal of its kind transmitted 
to the Jewish state that the international community maybe 
seriously entertaining the application of sanctions against 
Israel for its defiance of international will. Former Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze alluded to the 
concept of sanctions in the search for peace in the Middle 
East by suggesting that sanctions be applied against any 
state in the Middle East that obstructs the mar ch for peace 
in the region. The signs of a Soviet linkage of its emigration 
policy to Israel’s position on the terms and conditions for 
peace in the area are certainly a first attempt at faking Israel 
to task for flouting international norms and standards. 
Knowingly only too well the importance and urgency of 
continued Jewish immigration, Israel may not take this 
latest Soviet signal lightly. It remains to be seen how the 
U.S. would react to this Soviet threat, especially in fight of 
Moscow’s need for Washington's support for its perestroika 
and glasnost policies. Should President George Bush aim to 
frustrate the Soviet efforts to curtail the colonisation of Arab 
territories, then the entire peace initiative would come to 
naught. Tel Aviv needs to realise that it cannot have its cake 
and eat it. It either wants peace or it seeks continued 
belligerency in the area. If the international community can 
join the new Soviet approaches, then the chances for peace 
in the Middle East would really advance. 


PKESS COMMENTARIES 

COINCIDING with the Soviet foreign minister's visit to Jordan 
Al Ra'i Arabic daily said that Moscow's efforts are needed at the 
moment to help achieve a just settlement to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. The involvement of die Soviet Union, France and Britain 
in matters related to the solution of the Middle East problems is a 
clear sign on the part of the United States that it wants to give the 
ongoing efforts an international character as it did with regard to 
the Gulf crisis, the paper noted. The United States created a 
military alliance that launched an aggression on Iraq to force it to 
pull out from Kuwait on the one hand, and to strike at Iraq's 
rising military might on the other, said the paper. Following the 
war. Washington seemed to be the sole authority in the 
international arena, but it preferred to involve the Europeans in 
the diplomatic alliance to deal with the Arab-Israeli question, the 
paper noted. It said that if Washington is indeed intent on settling 
the issue, it ought to see to it that U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 538 are implemented, and that the Israelis 
succumb to the will of the international community. If this 
international diplomatic alliance is to achieve success in its 
endeavour, said the paper, Washington has to prove to the world 
that it is serious and sincere in its efforts to solve the Palestine 
problem which lies at the heart of the whole issue. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily criticises the media, government 
departments and employers alike in their dealings with questions 
related to the employment of local workers who should be given 
priority over non Jordanians. Fakhri Kawar says that employers 
tend to employ non Jordanians because they accept less wages; 
and by doing so they tend to complicate the unemployment issue 
in the country. A Jordanian worker is blamed by the employers, 
the government and the media for not accepting the kinds of jobs 
offered to him to replace a non Jordanian worker but this is a 
hostile campaign directed at Jordanian job seekers blaming them 
for the unemployment problem, the writer notes. He says that 
one has to remember that the cost of living is very high and 
workers should be given decent wages enough for their transport 
and for cost of living. If the employers do not wish to pay this sum 
and prefer to employ non-Jordanians for less wages then they deal 
with humans exactly as they do with commodities, and are not 
offering any service to solve the unemployment problem in the 
country, says Kawar. The writer expresses the view that the 
unemployment problem exists not because Jordanians refuse to 
work but'due to serious faults in the Jordanian economic structure 
and because the employers do not have a sense of national 
belonging. He says that work is linked to dignity, and one cannot 
be separated from the other. 


Democracy, security and 


Ingredients for Middle East 



The mowing address by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Batoin entitled: “ Democracy . security, prosperity : A regional 
perspective on the Middle East, was delivered on the Prince's 
behalf by Jordan’s ambassador to the Benelux countries Talal 
Sataan Al Hassan at the Society of International Development 
(SID). 20th World Conference: : One World or Several: Towards 
a Strategy for Growth, Sustainability and Solidarity in an 
Interdependent World', held in Amsterdam between May 6 and 
9. 1991. 


Honoured participants. 
Dear Friends, 


IN reviewing the development 
literature since Bretton Woods, it 
seems as if the pendulum has 
gone through a full swing. Start- 
ing with capital formation, then 
moving onto human resources, 
export led growth, basic human 
needs, dependency, the New In- 
ternational Economic Order, 
moral versus material develop- 
ment, and back to economic 
growth though with such provisos 
as sustainability and solidarity. 


However, it is important to 
note that the advocated new in- 
terdisciplinary approach, and the 
focus on the human dimension 
and environment, have helped to 
emphasise two factors, firstly, 
the increasing interdependence of 
the world; and secondly, the fact 
that socio-political development 
must parallel economic progress 
if the latter is to be sustainable. 
This is as true for individual 
nations as for regions. 


Ladies and Gen deafen. 


"Democracy, security, 
prosperity” is a trinity that is 
extremely relevant to the South. 
The regional perspective that I 
intend to present to you today is 
of course related to my own part 
of the world — the Middle East. 
But l believe that the mode of 
thought and the approach have 
implications for other developing 
regions. 


Six months ago, in November 
1990, the leaders of 34 nations 
finally laid the cold war to rest 
and signed the "Charter of Paris 
for a New Europe” at the summit 
of the conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 

Some may question whether 
the cold war was in feet laid to 
rest, and may concede just a 
mellowing in relations between 
East and West. But of more 
relevance is the remarks of the 
Secretary General of the United 
Nations at the Paris Summit ab- 
out the indivisibility of peace and 
justice. Mr. Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar stressed the reality of linkages 


between Europe and other re- 
gions of the globe where current 
conflicts “have their origin in 
actions and circumstances going 
back to the colonial era." He 
added that “the North will con- 
tinue to be sealed on a base of 
clay as long as the South does not 
enjoy a minimum of well being.” 
These words could hardly ring 
more true than in the case of the 
Middle East. 


Distinguished Guests. 

Development, just like secur- 
ity, has a limited chance of suc- 
cess if it is imposed from above. 
A symbiosis is required between 
growth and development on the 
one hand, and people, environ- 
ment and culture on the other. 
New thinking is desperately 
needed in relation to the chal- 
lenges facing many parts of the 
developing world. 

Perhaps a first bold step to- 
wards new thinking in my region 
is the need to “rethink security.” 
The question of war and peace 
are inseparable from the ques- 
tions of demography, environ- 
ment and ideology. Extensive 
linkages exist between security, 
or rather insecurity, and the de- 
gradation of people, environment 
and cultural identity. The abuse 
of human and political rights, 
ecocide and the loss of cultural 
identity are all too readily appa- 
rent in the Middle East. A broad- 
ly defined security concept, 
means tackling the root causes of 
conflict. 

In rethinking the meaning of 
security, a number of postulates 
have to be questioned and re- 
examined. My aim here is not to 
theorise, but rather to identify a 
way for breaking out from the 
previous well-trodden paths or 
cul-de-sacs. Not only the military, 
but also the political and econo- 
mic route maps must be carefully 
surveyed to identify an appropri- 
ate new path through the existing 
regional maze. 


security can help provide a reme- 
dial expansion of the tools avail- 
able to deal with those trans- 
national issues or road blocks. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


A sense of poweriessness to 
avert or solve crises is clearly 
visible in many societies in both 
South and North. However, the 
extreme extent that this has 
reached in many developing re- 
gions of the world, including my 
own, has led to what might be 
termed as the political economy 
of despair. 


Politically, authoritarian reg- 
imes and the neglect of festering 
problems have contributed to the 
emergence of what has been 
termed as the “politics of de- 
spair.” Economically, demog- 
raphic trends and the widening 
gap between the “haves” and the 
“have nots,” have sparked off the 
“economics of despair." In cer- 
tain cases, despair has reached a 
point that can be depicted as “no 
world,” rather than the “one 
world or several” mentioned in 
the title of this conference. This is 
particularly true for many Palesti- 
nians and Lebanese. 


Democratisation. freedom of 
expression, human rights and the 
accountability of rulers provide a 
route towards an alternative poli- 
tical economy of peace and prog- 
ress. 


Dear Friends, 


Many of the road-blocks on our 
journey are trans-national in their 
essence. Emphasising the politic- 
al and economic dimensions of 


A number of proposals have 
been made for a Helsinki-type 
approach for the Middle East. 
My purpose here is not to go into 
their details, but only to observe 
that all these proposals for a 
CSCME (Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in the Middle 
East) emphasise that their aim is 
neither to contradict particular 
schemes for regional security nor 
to divert attention from solving 
long-standing conflicts. They 
rather represent an attempt to 
provide a framework and an en- 
vironment conducive to diploma- 
tic or political initiatives for deal- 
ing with specific problems. The 
Jordanian approach for a 
CSCME is based on a regional 
matrix that highlights the interac- 
tion between the three dimen- 
sions of security (military, politic- 
al. economic) on the one hand, 
and people, resources/ 
environment and culture/ 
ideology on the other. 


number of common problems 

confront regional adversaries in 
the Middle East. Energy, arms 
and external debts are challenges 
facing not only a country such as 
Jordan, but others like Turkey, 
Egypt and Israel. This -energy/ 
anns/debt triangle also links the 
Middle East to the 34 states of 
Helsinki. This group of states is 
the main consumer of Middle 
East energy, its main supplier of 
armaments and its major creditor 
(with few exceptions such as Chi- 
na. Japan and Brazil. 


The moral weight of the Hel- 
sinki process should be brought 
to bear on its neighbours in the 
Middle East. Such paradoxical 
side effects as the transfer of 
armaments from Europe to many 
parts of the deve loping world in 
the wake of CFE treaty (Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe) must be 
effectively tackled. 


As far as energy is concerned, 
the purpose is not to subjectively 
refer to “cheap oil” or “expen- 
sive oil”. Rather it is to evolve an 
alternative to the highly politi- 
cised confrontation between sel- 
lers and buyers. “Energy” is con- 
spicuously absent from the 1992 
objectives of Europe. The Char- 
ter of Paris has implicitly recog- 
nised this serious gap in stating 
“we welcome, in particular, prac- 
tical steps to create optimal con- . 
ditions for the economic and 
rational development of energy 
resources, with doe regard for 
environmental consideration.” 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


This Jordanian regional 
approach dearly shows that a 


Proposals have recently been 
made by Brussels for a ■•“Euro- 
pean Energy Charter.” They in- 
volve the 34 states of the Paris 
Charter as well as the European 
Community as such. According 
to these proposals, “improving 
security of energy supplies, pro- 
tecting the environment and en- 
suring optimum management and 
efficient use of Europe's energy 
resources” are common objec- 
tives achieved without applying 
the same principles to the Middle 
East? Security, environment and . 
effidency are also key elements 
in relation to energy in our re- 
gion. There is no dichotomy in 
this regard between North and 
South. By emphasising the milit- 
ary dimension in he search for 
security, oil can become a des- 
tabilising factor rather than a 
regional asset in the Middle East. 

Concerning debt, it is worth 
noting that all the non-oil produc- 


ing countries in the Middle East 
suffer from major external debt 
problems. These problems are 
imirftri in no small way to die issue 
of armaments. Unlike Eastern" 
Europe, so far no concept of 
reginal economic stabilisation has 
emerged for the Middle East. 
Debt-ridden countries depend on 
handouts and subsidies coupled 
with IMF structural adjustment 
and austerity, programmes. Tins 
approach has increased tensions 
between die haves and have-nots 
in th& region and has provided a 
fertile socio-economic environ- 
ment for radicalism. A corner- 
stone of a new debt strategy is 
arms control. The successful- im- 
plementation of arms control and 
arms reduction will release sub- 
stantial funds that were previous- 
ly wasted on armaments,. Coun- 
tries abiding by such a process 
will qualify for the systematic and 
measured reduction of existing 
debts (most -of which -were 
accumulated through arms purch- 
ases in the first place). A cursory 
look at most indebted 1 nations in 
the Middle East reveals that 
most, if not all, would no longer 
need continuous subsidies if the 
existing debt overhang is re- 
moved (this -includes Turkey, 
Israel and Iraq). The key issue 
however is not the write-off of 
debts in a vacuum. It should be 
part of as arms control and re- 
duction package coupled with 
appropriate economic adjustment 
policies (stabilisations and 
structural adjustment). 

To assist in this process, a 
regional debt-sinking fund can be 
set up by the oil rich countries in 
tiie area to share the burden in 
the debt reduction process. The 
application of the arms control 
process on the oil countries them- 
selves wil help release significant 
resources from their defence 
budgets. 

The second pillar of the prop- 
osed debt reduction strategy in a 
regional socio-economic package. 
A regional development fund* 
should be established to provide 
investment capital for those coun- 
tries implementing stabilisation 
and adjustment programmes. 
National and regional infras- 
tructural programmes should be 
integrated to the extent possible. 
Water, energy, transport and 
telecommunications regional sec- 
toral plans should be evolved. 
These can become the leading 
sectors in the economic revitalisa- 
tion of the post-war Middle East. 
They can be viewed as the “steel 


and coaT of.a new Middle East 
community ■' mduding -the non- 
Arab states of the region. A study 
by tire World Bank has shown 
that in the past only-five per cent 
of the financial surplus, of the oil 
rich countries was invested in the 
region. There is a need to evolve 
a new investment criteria- and a 
new lxisis for calculating rates of 
return, to helpchannei part of the 
remaining ninety- five' . per can 
into the region. ' 

To avoid disaster for itself mid 
the world, the Middle . East 
urgently needs new approaches to 
promote interdependence! both 
intra and mtet-fegionany.(Ahti- 
litarian “worked-out rights" 
approach has to replace the ethic- 
al “intrinsic rights” approach be- 
fore a meaningful cooperative - 
strategy can. emerge). What is 
needed is to institutionalise a new 
regional development' thinking 
-based cm mutual gains and in- ^ 

’ terests (both economic and so- * 
dal). Appropriate cost-benefit 
criteria at the regional leveFhave 
to .be evolved-' and- applied to 
sectoral projects such as water, 
energy and transportation. Wel- 
fare economics has' extensive 
tools relating to social cost- 
benefit analysis that can be ex- 
tended to an mtra-regional con- 
text, To use economic jargon, 
what is needed is to identify j 

“externalities” (i.e. external 1 

socio-economic benefits to the ^ * 
region from particular invest- 
ments) and to “internalise” then- 
effects (by transforming the in- 
cidental benefit into a product for 
which a price is charged)- This 
can apply to other sectors like 
education and manpower. A 
number of multilateral agencies 
(such as the World Bank) can 
easily provide the technical ex- 
pertise needed to evolve new 
criteria for the region. Creative 
investment plans can, on the basis 
' of such a new investment criteria. 


transform the existing regional , 
zero-sum game into a scenario of * 


mutual gains! 

It is in this way that new 
thinking relating to the energy/ 
arms/debt and development 
triangle can stimulate a process 
for security and cooperation 
(CSME) in the Middle East in 
this delicate and fragile post-Gulf 
war phase. 

“ In conclusion. Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I would like to say 
that democracy/security/ 
prosperity proride the most ri- 
able strategy for growth, sus- * 
tainabilhy and solidarity in an 
interdependent world. 


Amman talks ‘constructive’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
think sanctions were yet required to 
persuade Arabs and Israelis to negoti- 
ate. 

“I do not think we have come to 
the point of sanctions. There is still a 
lot to be done m diplomatic ways 
which... means... negotiate... to 
bring the parties to the peace confer- 
ence,” he said. 

Following their meeting. King Hus- 
sein said Mr. Bessmertnykh's visit to 
Jordan “is added proof of the world's 
interest in the Middle East peace 
process and the need to initiate it 
immediately instead of closing the 
windows of opportunity." 

“The possibilities and opportuni- 
ties are there, and 1 hope they will be 
taken by all,” His Majesty added. 

The King underlined Jordan's deep’ 
involvement in the Palestinian prob- 
lem saying that the Kingdom's loca- 
tion and the responsibilities it shoul- 
dered throughout the years has made 
Jordan “more deeply involved in this 
problem than any other party." 

“If you take the Arab-Israeli 
dimension of tbe problem, the 
Palcstinian-lsraeli dimension of the 
problem, we are the opposite side to 
everything that has happened in die 
sense that we arc the recipient of all 
the results.” he said. 

“We feel and arc living through all 
the difficulties and all the challenges, 
all the human suffering, ail the threats 


not to ourselves and the region alone, 
but to the world if the situation is not 
solved." King Hussein said. 

"We are totally committed to the 
cause of a just, a durable peace, so 
hopeful we will be able to play a 
constructive and positive role in 
bringing it about.” the King said. 

“Jordan will do everything possible 
to facilitate peaceful efforts." Mr. 
Masri told reporters after seeing Mr. 
Bessmertnykh off to Israel. 

“If there is any difficulty with 
Baker then it should be Israel lo be 
blamed for that difficulty,'' Mr. Masri 
said. 

Israel has set conditions for taking 
part in the conference — it says the 
United Nations should not have a role 
and that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and East Jeru- 
salem Palestinians should not take 
part in it. 

Mr. Masri said persuasion alone 
would not make Israel change its 
policies. 

“The whole international commun- 
ity. not just the Soviet Union, should 
practise pressure on Israel because 
Israel is the one that is dismantling 
chances of peace, occupying the 
lands... and building settlements con- 
trary to all international rules." 

"If the situation hinged on trying to 
convince Israel to take a more lenient 
position, then fficrc might not be a 
big chznce to achieve peace." he said. 


Farmers stage protest march 


(Continued from page 1) 

culariy the ministers of agriculture 
and water and irrigation, was aimed 
at averting a confrontation with the 
farmers.” 

Mr. Wisbah was quoted as saying 
by the Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
that after touring the affected areas in 
the Jordan Valley, “it was discovered 
that there was serious damage in- 
flicted on peaches, grapes an toma- 
toes in particular." He said different 
experts gave “divergence of views on 

the phenomenon." 

He said some officials attributed 
the damage to agricultural pests, 
while others said it was the soil or the 
poor water quality. 

The JVA chief said die prime 
minister had set op tbe specialised 
committee to “ascertain the real 
causes" that led to the destruction of 
crops. 

While confusion prevailed m offi- 
cial circles as to the “real" causes, the 
University of Jordan's water research 
and study centre maintained that 
several rests on crops, soil and water 
had proved that polluted water re- 
leased from King Talal Dam was the 


direct cause. 

Tests by the centre confirmed 
"there is boron toxicity” in the soil 
and plants. 

But the government has not de- 
cisively recognised the study, but it 
conceded that waste water from the 
Zarqa River Basin mixed with King 
Talal Dam water was partly responsi- 
ble for the high level of pollutants in 
the water. 

Mr. Wishah said the special com- 
mittee would draw up its plan of 
action next week and launch a study 
on “all elements of production — 
soil, water and environment — as the 
main elements in farming produc- 
tion.” He said the committee would 
present a report “as soon as the 
causes of the phenomenon are disco- 
vered." 

To guarantee safe water for irriga- 
tion, water experts recommend res- 
tarting the now-closed 'Ain Ghazal 
waste-water treatment plant. They 
said treatment at Khirbct Al Samra 
plant, originally constructed for im- 
mediate relief for the overloaded 'Ain 
■Ghazal plant, is not satisfactory and 
as a result the water resources in the 
area, including King Talal Dam. were 
rapidly deteriorating. 


This week in print 


LOCAL newspapers discussed 
political and economic ques- 
tions and again dwelt on the 
Middle East question both in 
editorials and through their 
columnists in the past week. 

Commenting on a visit to the 
Middle East by the Soviet fore- 
ign minister, columnist, Abdul 
Rahim Omar said that Moscow 
holds a trump card represented 
in the Soviet Jews hoping to 
emigrate to Israel and can use 
it skilfully in order to exercise 
pressure on Israel to accept 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions and abide by them. Writ- 
ing in AJ Ra’i daily, the col- 
umnist the Arabs feel encour- 
aged by recent statements in 
Moscow that the USSR is still 
adhering to its friendship with 
the Arabs and is intent on 
seeing Security Council resoiu- 
lions 242 and 338 im- 
plemented. Should Moscow 
adopt an appeasing attitude 
towards Israel and succumb lo 
Zionists pressures, said the 
writer, there can be no credi- 
bilily in any Arab-Soviet rela- 
tions in the future. 

Al Dustour daily agreed with 
this view and said the Mos- 
cow's current initiative com- 
plements those of James Baker 
and the other European coun- 
tries. It is the most intensive 
world-wide campaign to date 
to deal with the Arab-Israeli 
question and it is hoped that 
the Soviet Union would contri- 
bute most positively towards 
the establishment of peace, 
said the paper. 

But this view totally opposed 
by Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour daily 
who described the Soviet Un- 
ion's role as next (o zero. 
Washington holds all the pap- 
ers alone and it is Washing- 
ton's decision taken under the 
influence of the Zionist lobby 
that matters in Middle East 
questions, said the writer. 
Moscow's voice is the weaker 
one in the international arena 


and frankly we can say that the 
Soviet foreign minister's com- 
ing tour can by no means con- 
tribute one single iota towards 
reaching a settlement, said the 
writer. 

Another columnist, Moham- 
mad Masalha stressed the 
Arab demand that only 
through an international con- 
ference that would implement 
Security Council resolutions 
can the Middle East enjoy 
peace and stability. Writing in 
Al Dustour, the columnist ex- 
pressed the view that the im- 
plementation of the interna- 
tional legitimacy should not be 
monopolised by a group of 
nations or a single party. 

Several columnists in the 
daily papers tackled the 
Palestinian-Jordanian rela- 
tionship regarding the coming 
negotiations over a peaceful 
settlement. 

A columnist in AJ Dustour 
vehemently lauded the 
ongoing coordination of di- 
plomatic moves between the 
two sides to face the coming 
stage. Sawt Al Shaab said that 
Jordan has proved to be a 
staunch supporter of the PLO 
and is enhancing bilateral coor- 
dination with the Palestinian 
leadership concerning the im- 
plementation of Security 
Council resolutions. 

Taber Udwan said that- 
building of peace can never 
materialise over the heads of 
the PLO or Jordan, and stressed 
the need for the two sides to 
pursue a bid to strengthen their 
cooperation. However, two 
other columnists Tareq Masar- 
web, who writes for Al Ra'i, 
and Saleh Qallab,. a writer in 
Al Dustour agreed that it now 
was not the time for discussing 
any prospect of rescinding a 
derision taken by Jordan to 
sever administrative and legal 
ties with the West Bank. All 
that Jordan can do now is to 
form a joint Jordanian-Paiesti- 
nian negotiating team with 


equal authorities, said Masar- 
weh, Qallab warned chat any 
reversal of Jordan’s decision 
on severing ties with the West 
Bank could endanger the 
Palestinian position and en- 
courage Zionists to pursue the 
goal of advocating Jordan as a 
substitute homeland for the 
Palestinians. 

At least two columnists in the 
local press showed their dissatisfac- 
tion with the Muslim Brother- 
hood’s attitude towards journalists 
and newspapers criticising the 
Brotherhood's action. Baseta Sak- 
khjja noted with dismay a move by 
the Brotherhood's interpretation 
of constructive criticism as some- 
thing harming the Islamic move- 
ment. What the press wants to 
have is a real dialogue over various 
issues of concern to the country, 
said Sakkijha in his Aakher Kba- 
bar weekly. The columnist de- 
fended reports about the decline in 
the Islamic movement's popularity 
in Jordan which be said were (rue. 

Another columnist said that 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement in Jordan had been 
boasting that their public ral- 
lies are attended by 100.000 
people, but such rallies and 
eloquent speeches can by no 
means be useful to the country 
if they are not backed by useful 
action benefitting the com- 
munity, said Ahmad S alaiwh 
Writing in Al Ra’i daily, the 
columnist echoed Sakkijha’s 
call for a real dialogue with the 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
noted that one wants to see* 
one would show greater re- 
spect to the movement if it 
offers real service to Islam and 
society. 

Several columnists in the 
daily press advocated the 
creation of political parties and 
criticised those who object to 
the idea. Saleh Qallab said that 
columnists should stop any 
attempt towards reversing 
democratic process in Jordan. 
Frankly I say that any hostile 
attitude towards political plur- 


alism can only help the nega- 
tive elements intent on des- 
troying democracy, toe writer 
noted. 

Commenting on statistics re- 
vealed by the Public Security 
Department about crimes in 
Jordan, Fakhri Kawar, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i daily said 
that these crimes have then- 
root causes in the poverty 
which has been spreading in 
Jordan in tbe wake of Golf 
war. The writer referred to a 
number of instances in which 
the police reported robbers 
stealing cars or breaking into 
homes. Kawar opposes a view 
presented by the Public Secur- 
ity director who denied in a 
recent lecture that there are no 
organised crime in the 
Kingdom. 

Kawar said that crime per- 
sists and is increasing in in- 
tensity because of the poverty 
that is afflicting Jordan. He 
referred to a UNICEF report 
which revealed that one third 
of the country’s population 
were living under poverty line 
and said that to dei with crime 
one has to deal with the roots 
causes of poverty which engen- 
ders crime and criminals. 

A columnist in Al Rai dwelt on 
the question of unemployment 
and the government's efforts to 
train job seekers in trades 
wanted by the community.. 

H ai da r Mahmoud said that 
the Vocational Training Cor- 
poration's. programmes 
should be encouraged and its 
work should be diversified to 
meet toe needs of the com- 
munity. But he also de man ded 
that community colleges which 
turn out people with diplomas 
that can fetch no job should be 
closed down. The writer said 
that educational institutions 
should adapt and adjust their 
courses to meet the coramun- 
ity s needs otherwise nothing 
ran be done to end toe prob- 
tom of unemployment in 
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Deadly impact 
of toxic waste 
surfaces 


- i. ■< 


By Clare Pedrkk 


ROME — In Sab Jose Dos Cam- fj 
pos, a town-in son them Brazil. “ 
workers employed at two plants ,™ 
that recycle lead batteries, mainly E 
sent from the United States, have 
for some time been complaining w 
of dizziness, cramps, nausea, kid- nj 
ney pains and aches in their n* 
joints. They have told health offi- 31 
dais bow occasional explosions j* 
caused by thermal shocks in the “ 
smelting furnaces filled the fac- jj 
tory with smoke, causing K 
thousands of birds in the factory’s a 
raftere to drop dead at their feet. P 
Now tests carried out by public * 
health department doctors have e 
revealed that more than 60 of the n 
staff employed by the two firms, 
Tonolli and FAE, are suffering c 
from chronic lead poisooing. 8 
Eight thousands miles away, in ® 
Naples, a 37-year-old truck driver t 
lies in" a hospital bed, blinded and * 
paralysed down one side of his * 
body after being splashed with 1 
deadly toxic waste. Mario Tam- * 
bunini at first told doctors be had had 1 
an accident with battery acid ? 
from his vehicle. At that stage his \ 
discomfort was limited to a severe j 
burning of the eyes. But when, 
some hours later, he began losing ] 
blood from his nose and ears, and 
having difficulty breathing, the 
frightened driver agreed to tell ' 
the truth so doctors could save his 
life. He admitted his injuries 
were caused by a leak from one of 
132 barrels of poisonous waste he 
was transporting from Cuneo, in 
the far northwest of Italy, down 
to an illegal damp in the country- 
side near Naples. 

The workers in Brazil and the 
truck driver from Italy are just 
two of the many victims of what 
environmentalists claim is one of 
the world’s most dangerous 
trades — ■ the damping of hazar- 
dous waste by the rich on the 
poor. The case of truck driver 
Tam bunini has put investigators 
onto the trail of what they say is a 
multi-million dollar business, in- 
volving companies in Italy’s in- 
dustrialised north, and organised 
crime gangs down in the poorer 
south; Since the Italian driver was 
admitted to hospital, teams of 
police and soldiers, equipped 
with sophisticated metal detec- 
tors, have been scouring the area 
around Naples, while helicopters 
searched overhead. So far, they 
have uncovered dozens of illegal 
dumps, including the one where 
Tamburrini discharged his lethal 
cargo. The barrels, at least two of 
them punctured, were found 
buried 30 feet (10 metres) deep a 
few miles from a small market 
town. Detectives claim the Mafia 
is almost certainly behind the 
racket. Health officials say they 
are concerned the poison could 
get into the water supply. 

In the past, Italy has often been 
involved in illegal dumping scan- 
dals. Three years ago, almost 
4,000 tonnes of illegal waste from 
Italy were discovered in the Nige- 
rian port of Koko, the result of an 
illegal arrangement between an 
Italian businessman and Nigerian 
officials. The 8,000 barrels of 
highly toxic substance were 
loaded onto a ship whose name 
was to become infamous worl- 
dwide — the Karin-B, whose 
' ill-fated odyssey in search or a 


port which would accept its 9 
dangerous cargo took it from |9 
Nigeria to Lebanon to Syria and I 
to Venezuela, before it was even- I 
tually forced to head back for H 
Europe. H 

The same year, an Italian-own- » 
ed waste trade broker by the T 
name of Jelly Wax embarked on 1 
an elaborate and similarly dis- I 
as irons scheme involving three R' 
separate ships, the Lynx, the j| 
Makiri and the Zanoobia. Be- 4 
tween them, they carried 2,000 1 

tonnes of toxic waste around four | 
continents during a 14-month “ 
period, looking for a country | 
where they coidd offload. In the 
end, this cargo was also forced to 
return to Italy. 

The international outcry 
caused by those two scandals 
galvanised the Italian govern- 
ment into introducing strict laws 
banning the exporting of toxic 
waste to developing countries. 
Aside from Italy, Norway is the 
only other nation to have such 
stringent legislation. Sadly, in Ita- 
ly’s case, the measures appear 
only to have headed the poisons 
in a different direction. Ecolog- 
ists say it is this clamp-down that 
has led to the new dumping busi- 
ness within Italy itself. “Italy is 
still the worst offender in the 
Western world, but the industries 
of the north are now sending their 
waste down to the south, instead 
of, say, to Nigeria,” said Piola 
Bioccha, at the Rome offices of 

the environmental campaign 
group Greenpeace. “This most 
recent case (of the truck driver 
; Tamburrini) confirms something 
that we have suspected for some 
. time now, that the clandestine 
j dumping business is controlled by 
t the Mafia." 

f Police investigating the illegal 
i trade say they believe 150 tonnes 
are trucked down from the north 
. to the south of Italy each year, 

' r making an annual turnover of 
i around 1,500 billion lire ($1.3 
, billion). “The province of Naples 
. has now become the dumping 
. ground for the whole of Italy." 
j said Raffaele Mastrantuoni, a 
r Socialist member of parliament 
s and mayor of a town close to one 
f of the illegal dumps. “It is quite 
l clear that there are links between 
, this illegal traffic and the world of 
a organised crime," he added. 
s Elsewhere in the world, pat- 
y terns are .also changing, but the 
d problem continues unabated, say 
c campaigners, “Tbe waste trade 
d has changed in terms of geogra- 
rf phy and sophistication, but the 
d volume has not lessened. It re- 
B mains very steady," said Jim 
it Puckett, Greenpeace coordinator 
ia for the waster trade at the orga- 
ie nisation’s Amsterdam headquar- 
tere. A thick dossier just issued 
[d by Greenpeace catalogs over 
1,000 attempts to dump more 
• n than 160 million tonnes of waste 
1 over the past five years. The 
st ‘ report estimates 10 million tonnes 
m actually reached their destina- 

e. tion, more than half of it to the 

’ developing world. “These are 

an just the cases we have been able 

an to document,” said Puckett, who 

0 f helped compile the report. 

re “We’re pretty sure it’s just the tip 

ne of the iceberg. The toxic waste 

r j_ business always follows the line of 

se least economic resistance, of 

: _ cheaper labour and less strict 
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Workers wear nrotective Rear aboard the butch 
stop Oostzee. Environmentalists say that, after 
Africa, the hart-currency strapped countries of 





Eastern Europe are fast becoming the to^i targets 
for toxic waste dumping. (WNL ) 


Greenpeace has identified this ship, loaded with 
toxic waste, as Italian. How many other ships are 


controls, so it’s the developing < 
world that receives the largest 
quantities.” 

From chlorine solvents to mer- l 
cury, and from metal detritus to 
incinerator ash, industrial waste 
comes in many forms. Often the 
process used to treat it creates 
new toxins. “The heating of met- 
als, for instance, can create other 
deadly organic compounds.” said 
Puckett. Unscrupulous methods 
of getting rid of the waste range 
from using poisonous incinerator 
ash as fertiliser, to shovelling it 
into the ground as road-fill. “You 
name it, and someone has done 
it. There is almost no way that 
has not been tried,” said Pnckett. 
“One plan we exposed was to 
dump California’s garbage onto 
the Marshall Islands in the South 
Pacific. They tried to convince 
the islanders that they needed to 
use the garbage to raise the level 
of the land to counter the effect 
of global warming.” 

The effects of toxic waste on 
humans and the environment are 
hard to gauge, says ecologists. 
“There are the immediate effects, 
such as the shipment which ex- 
ploded on board on its way to 
Poland, and the Brazilian dock- 
workers, who got sick unloading 
waste and had to be hospitalised. 
“One of them died," said Puck- 
ett. “But on the rest of the 
population, it is more of a long- 
term environmental and health 
problem. Diseases caused by 
these substances are likely to 
show up 20 years down the road." 

“Toxic waste can cause a num- 
ber of serious disorders, including 
respiratory problems and can- 
cer,” noted Paola Bioccha in 
Rome. “The fact that the truck 
driver was blinded and half-para- 
lysed just by being splashed by 
some of the substance gives you 
some idea of the damage it can do 
— not to mention the effects it 
can have once it gets into the soil 
or the water fable.” 

Campaigners charting the 
movement of the thousands of 
tonnes of deadly cargo that are 
disgorged from the world s most 
heavily industrialised nations 
each year pinpoint Poland, Bra- 
zil. Taiwan, India and parts of 
Africa as the areas which receive 
the largest quantities of waste. 

> The developing world has 
made strenuous effort to free 

> itself from the grip of the danger- 

s ous trade. In late 1989 the Afri- 
f can, Caribbean and Pacific na- 
f tions (ACP) jointly declared they 
t would no longer accept toxic 


waste from the industrialised 
world. Then, in January this year. * 
12 African countries signed what “ 
become known as the Bamako 
Convention, drawn up under the 
auspices of the Organisation for 11 
African Unity (O AU ) and due to J* 
come into force by the end of ' 
1991. The treaty makes it illegal 
to dump all forms of hazardous c 
and nuclear waste on the African J 
continent. It was devised in re- ‘ 
sponse to the United Nations 
sponsored Basel Convention, 
held in 1989, which aimed to halt 1 
the export of dangerous waste 
from the developed to the de- 
veloping world. The Africans 
walked out of that convention, ' 
claiming it did not go far enough. 1 
Environmental groups also 
criticised it. saying it did nothing 
but legitimise the waste trade by 
demanding more paperwork. 

“After Basel, Africans realised 
that we would have to take the 
responsibility for protecting our 
own continent as it was clear that 
many industrialised nations were 
unwilling to help us do so,’ said 
Wawa O. Leba of the OAU 
secretariat in Addis Ababa. 

The determination of the de- 
veloping world to call a halt to the 
dumping has been greeted with 
enthusiasm by lobby groups in 
the West. Nigeria, which has in 
the past attracted some of the 
largest quantities of waste, has 
gone so far as to introduce the 
death penalty for anyone, either 
nationals for foreigners, caught 
trying to offload dangerous subst- 
ances on its territory. The new 
mood marks an important change 
from past attitudes, when even 
governments were prepared to 
accept toxic substances in ex- 
change for cash, development 
programme or the building of a 
new school or hospital. 

“Of course there will always be 
unscrupulous people who will try 
to get round the rules, but the 
first important step is to make 
dumping a criminal act and intro- 
duce stiff penalties for those who 
try- to continue doing it," said 
Puckett. 

The next battle-ground will be 
Eastern Europe, he predicts. 
Already, there axe alarming signs 
that the former socialist states are 
accepting toxic waste in return for 
badly needed hard currency and 
promises of aid. For these coun- 
tries, already seriously damaged 
by more than 40 years of un- 
checked industrialisation, the 
i effects could be catastrophic, say 
: ecologists. 


“Much of the waste trade that ag 
was going to Africa is now going pr 
to Eastern Europe," said Puck- in 
ett. “Poland is the only Eastern m 
European nation to have banned la 
the importing of hazardous th 
waste, but it is having ti 
tremendous problems enforcing it ti 
because it does not have suffi- w 
cient border controls. For the n 
rest, it's a new issue that they will o 
have to come to terms with. Since n 
we beean investigating Iasi Octo- v 
ber, we have come up against a h 
number of alarming cases." 

According to researchers at 
Greenpeace, 22 million tonnes of 
toxic substances have been 
offered to Poland since 1989. Of 
these, approximately 46.000 ton- 
nes have actually crossed the bor- 
ders. usually via Austria or Ger- 
many. Scandinavian, and espe- 
cially Swedish industries have 
been identified as trying to find a 
cheap disposal market in Poland 
for electronic and cable scrap, 
which are extremely hazardous to 
human health and to the environ- 
ment. More than 15.000 drums 
containing liquid chemical waste, 
paint sludge, solvents and clean- 
ing agents are lying around in 
various locations in Poland, 
stored in unsafe conditions. One 
worker was killed when an enure 
shed stacked with drums of 
poisons exploded. In another 
case, 5,000 tonnes of filter dust 
containing the deadly substance 
dioxin were exported from the 
Hamburg steelworks HSW to Po- 
land. sav Greenpeace officials. 
Various other Western European 
steelworks have exported more 
than 31,000 tonnes of waste via 
the West German recycling com- 
pany HTA. The waste contains 
cadmium, chromium, lead, arse- 
nic and dioxin, say officials. Six 
thousand tonnes of it are still 
lying untreated in open dumps in 
Poland's Szczecin harbour. 

In Western Europe, the 12 
member states of the European 
Community (EC) are currently 
drawing up new legislation to 
regulate the disposal of toxic 
waste. But environmentalists 
, claim that the proposals being 
studied by the EC Council and 
Parliament fall far short of their 
1 goal of seeing a ban on the 
ir exporting of dangerous subst- 

a ances. and that they allow 

dangerous loopholes for so-called 
d recyclable wastes. 

This latter issue is a cause tor 

" much concern in environmental 
® circles. “We are seeing more and 
^ more waste schemes being pack- 


aged as recycling under some 
pretext," said Puckett. "Recycl- 
ing is a green word, and it seems 
more benian." he said. “But the 
laws that allow it, for example 
those drafted by the EC, mean 
that basically anything can be 
transported anywhere in the 
world if you say it is going for 
recycling. Often, illegitimate 
companies say they are going to 
recycle and instead just dump the 
waste wherever they can find a 
home for it. In the developing 


world, the level of sophistication 
of plants treating waste is very 
marginal, so frequently 20 per 
cent will end up being recycled, 
and the rest will just be ditched. 
Recycling is often just dumping 
bv another name.” 


In the end, the only really 
effective answer to the waste 
trade problem is for the produc- 
ing countries to take responsibil- 
ity for disposing of their own 
poisonous garbage. “If this were 


saffing in our seas looking for a discreet spot to 
dump their deadly cargo? (WNL) 

f sophistication to happen, then the industrialised 
waste is very countries would be encouraged to 
luently 20 per develop new cleaner technolo- 
being recycled, gjes," said Paola Bioccha. Added 
usi be ditched. Puckett: “If the rich countries of 
1 just dumping West don’t have the facilities 

to get rid of their own toxic 
, ,, waste, it’s very unlikely chat the 

he only really countries of the developing 

to the waste ^ 

for the produc- world and Eastern Europe will be 
ake responsibil- able to deal with it in a satisfac- 
of their own tory manner” — World News 
e. "If this were Link. 
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Seles cruises through in Rome 



ROME (AP) — Defending 
ccampion Monica Seles routed 
Italy's Katia Piccolini 6-3, 6-1 to 
reach the quarterfinals of the 
Italian Open. 

The top-seeded Seles sent Pic- 
colini from one comer to the 
other, finishing off points with 
stinging baseline drives. 

“It was a pretty good match,** 
said Seles. “She was running 
down all the balls in the first set, 
and I missed a few shots early on 
that I usually don't miss." 

Third-seeded Martina Navrati- 
lova struggled with no. 13 seed 
Anke Huber of Germany, but 
rallied for a 3-6, 6-1, 6-3 win. 

“I wasn't playing aggressively 
enough in the first set," said 
Navratilova, who lost in last 
year's final to Seles. “My attacks 
were ail too short. And she 
wasn't making any mistakes. I 
had two break points, but didn’t 
convert] on them. She made good 
on ode of hers. That was the 
difference.” 

In other matches, Argentine 
qualifier Bettina Fulco upset no. 
6 seed Manuela Maleeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland 2-6, 6-4, 
6 - 1 . 

Elsewhere Thursday in the 
third round, no. 4 seed Mary-Joe 
Fernandez of the United States 
beat Germany’s Barbara Rjtoier 

6-1, 6-2. Fifth-seeded Conchita 
Maftindz of Spain ousted no. 13 
seed Helen Kelesi of Canada 6-1, 
6-1. And no. 8 seed Leila Meskhi of 
the Soviet Union outlasted tin- 
seeded Akiko Kijimutz of Japan 
6-1, 6-7 (166), 6-1. ' 

Seventh -seeded American Jen- 
nifer Capriati, who had difficulty 
in her opening second round 
match Wednesday night against 


Argentina's Cristina Tessi. adv- 
anced to the quarterfinals with a 
6-2, 6-4 victory over France's 
Julie Halard. 

“I felt a little bit better than I 
did last night," said the 15-year- 
old Capriati. “Last night was 
tough. This match was a little 

easier.” 

Seles will play Meskhi in the 
Friday quarterfinals. Navratilova 
will face Martinez, while Fernan- 
dez will meet Fulco. 

In 1985. a 15-year-old Argen- 
tine named Gabriela Sabatini 
joined the Women’s Professional 
Tennis Tour. Talented, attractive 
and a gifted athlete, Sabatini was 
hailed as the future queen of 
tennis, an acclamation die has in 
part fulfilled. 

Five years later, a 14-year-old 
American named Jennifer Cap- 
riati turned professional, stirring 
up the same interest as Sabatini 
had. She reached the final of her 
fist pro tournament, the Virginia 
Slims of Honda in Boca Raton. 

The winner of that tournament 
was Sabatini. 

“Jennifer's a great player, and 
she's getting better all the time," 
said Sabatini, who will face the 
seventh -seeded Capriati in the 
quarterfinals of the Italian Open. 
“I'm going to have to play very 
well to beat her." 

The second-seeded Sabatini 
reached the quarterfinals with a 
lopsided 6-0, 6-1. win over ninth- 
seeded Nathalie Tauziat of 
France. 

“I thin k I was a lot like Jenni- 
fier when I first came up," said 
Sabatini, a two-time winner of 
the Italian Open. “We were both 
so yonng and with so much to 
Learn.” 


Both Capriati and Sabatini ore 
adored by the Rome Foro Italics 
crowd. 

After five years on the tour, 
Sabatini is now the world’s third- 
ranked player. Last year, she 
beat Steffi Graf in the final of the 
U.S. Open to win her first Grand 

Slam singles title. 

In her first season as a profes- 
sional, Capriati won one tourna- 
ment, reached two finals, and 
battled her way into the semifin- 
als of the French Open. After 
climbing to as high as no. 8 in the 
rankings, she has dropped back 
to 12th. 

Like Sabatini. she has grown, 
but slowly. And with 15 months 
of professional tour experience 
behind her, she has begun to 
evaluate her progress and to 
assess her chances of reaching the 
top. 

“I think I’ve improved my 
game in a lot of areas.” Capriati 
said Thursday. 

“I’ve got a long way to go. but I 
know what I have to do to get 
better. It's all been a learning 
experience, and most of it has 
been great. As long as I keep 
loving the game, and I do love the 
game. Right now. Td just like to 
play my best tennis. And to beat 
some top players. Monica, Gab- 
riela, Martina, Steffi. I just want 
to beat somebody who's ahead of 
me.” 

Meanwhile Graf and Ivan 
Lendl, ranked no. 2 and 3 in their 
respective divisions, were side- 
lined with injuries Thursday with 
the French Open only 18 days 
away. 

Graf, who has been hoping to 
recapture the no. 1 spot she lost 


earlier this year to Monica Seles, 
hurt her wrist in a Frankfurt 
exhibition match with Czechoslo- 
vakia's Jana Novotna and pulled 
out in the third set. 

“I wanted to stop in the second 
set because the pain was so 
strong,” Graf said- The serious- 
ness of her ailment was not dear. 

Lendl, ranked behind Stefan 
Edberg and Boris Becker, with- 
drew from his doubles match at- 
the German Open in Hamburg 
with partner Edberg because of 
an injury to his right hand. 

In Rome, ATP Tour official 
Vittorio Selmi described Lendl's 
injury as fibrosis, or an accumula- 
tion of tissue and said Lendl will 
need surgery. He did not say how 
it was caused or if it was a new 
injury or prehaps an aggravation 
of an old one. 

Selmi also said Lendl had with- 
drawn from next week's Italian 
Open. 

An ATP official in Hamburg. 
Richard Evans, said Lendl had 
gone to Munich for treatment in 
the hope surgery can be avoided. 

Lendl. 31, was upset 7-5, 6-4 by 
20-year-old Italian qualifier Ren- 
zo Fulan in Tuesday's second 
round of the German Open but 
gave no indicaction afterwards he 
was injured. 

Grafs injury to her right wrist 
could take her out of next week's 
International German Tennis 
Championships in Berlin. Last 
year Graf broke her right thumb 
in a skiing accident. 

The injury threatens her 
chances of playing the French 
Open, which begins on May 27, 
and Wimbledon, which starts 
June 24. 


Manchester United steps 
out of Liverpool shadow 


MANCHESTER (AP) — After 
spending two decades in the sha- 
dow of English soccer giant 
Liverpool, Manchester United 
hungers for glory. 

Next week it should have a 
feast. 

The first English team to enter 
the Champions Cup and the first 
to win it in 1968 hopes to become 
the first to win a European title 
since the 1985 Heysel tragedy. 

United, which has the biggest 
following in England, has made it 
all the way to Wednesday's final 
of the Cap Winners Cup, where it 
will meet Spain's Barcelona in 
Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

This is the first season English 
Gubs have been allowed back 
into European competition after 
a five-year ban because of- fan 
violence that killed 39 people at 
the Champions Cup final at 
Heysel Stadium in Brussels, Bel- 
gium. 

The standout ambassador for 
English club soccer in the 1950s 
and 60s, United was pushed aside 
by Liverpool which won four 
European titles and 11 British 
championships between 1973 and 
1990. 

During those two decades, a 
succession of Manchester United 
managers, players and long- 
suffering fans looked on in envy 
as Liverpool won title after title. 

United, remembered for the 
deaths of eight players in a 1958 
plane crash and the stylish play of 
Bobby Chariton, George Best 
and Denis Law, spent millions 
and won very little. 

Now the Manchester side is set 
to do something Liverpool cannot 
do. 

Europe's soccer organisation, 
UEFA, banned all English clubs 
after the riots in 1985 were 
blamed on Liverpool fans at the 
Champions Cup final against 
Juventus. It read mined all En- 


glish clubs this season except 
Liverpool, which remained bar- 
red because of its direct involve - 
meat at Brussels and will not 
return until next season. 

“This is a great chance for 
Manchester United to make a 
mark in Europe and, if we win, 
we will do a lot of good for 
English soccer as well,” said man- 
ager A lex Ferguson, who won the 
trophy with Scotland's Aberdeen 
in 1983. “The whole dub is buz- 
zing." 

United's history has been a 
roDer-coaster ride of triumph and 
tragedy. 

One of Europe's best teams in 
the late 50s, its team of young 
stars, known as the Busby Babes 
after manager Matt Busby, vir- 
tually was wiped out in a plane 
crash in Munich, Germany, on its 
way home from a successful 
Champions Cup quarterfinal 
against Red Star Belgrade. 

Eight men that would have 
played against Italy's AC Milan 
in the semifinal were killed. Bus- 
by and star winger Charlton, later 
to become one of the game's best 
known players, were among the 
survivors. 

United conld not recover and 
lost to Milan and then to Aston 
Villa in the English Cup Final. 

After months in the hospital, 
Busby started to rebuild the 
team. Charlton switched from 
winger to sharp-shooting midfiel- 
der; the manager hired the brave 
and colourful Law; and intro- 
duced a 16-year-old Northern Ire- 
land winger. Best, who went on 
to win the European Player-Of- 
The-Season Award twice. 

Playing sparkling, creative soc- 
cer, United swept to League titles 
in 1965 and 67 and went on to 
become the first English side to 
win the Champions Cup by beat- 
ing Portugal's Benfica 4-1 at 
Wembley in 1968. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

1990 TnBuie Media Semees Inc 


DUPLICATE VS. RUBBER 


Boih \ulncrable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 7 S 3 
QS2 

7 5 

* J 10 9 8 

WEST EAST 

♦ QI0 2 * J 9 8 

' 10 8 4 J 9 7 3 

Q J 10 4 3 K 8 2 
4* 0 2 * 6 S 3 

SOUTH 
4 K 6 4 
: A K 6 
‘ A 9 6 

* A K 7 4 
The bidding,: 

Saudi West North East 

2 NT Pass 3 4 Pass 

3 : Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 
Study ihe layout of all Tour 
hands. Should you go down in this 
contract at a duplicate pairs con- 
test? How about at rubber bridge? 

North-South reached three no 
trump via a standard auction. 
South's opening bid showed 21-22 
points and North checked on the 
possibility or a 4-i spade fit with the 
Siayman Convention. When none 
was located. North bid what he ex- 
pected to be an easy game. 


1 ou are ready for the tournament 
game if you held up the ace of dia- 
monds until the third round of the 
suit, then cashed one high club be-' 
fore crossing lo the ace of spades to 
lake the club finesse. That is the 
percentage play and will succeed 
half the lime— whenever East holds 
the queen of clubs, no mailer how 
well guarded— and will earn a pre- 
cious ovenrick. Unfortunately, the 
finesse loses, and West cashes two 
diamonds to inflict a one-trick de- 
feat on you. 

If you played the same way at 
rubber bridge, go to the bottom of 
the class. You need only three club 
tricks for your contract, so the fi- 
nesse for a possible overtrick pales 

into insignificance compared to the 
best chance lo make your contract. 

If East holds (he queen of clubs, 
your contract is safe even if you 
have to surrender a trick to the lady. 
If West holds the queen, your hope 
is that it is singleton or doubleton. 
So cash the ace and king of dubs. If 
the queen drops, as here, reel off 
your 10 tricks. If not. surrender a 
trick to her highness, hoping that it 
is East, not West, who must win the 
trick, in which case you have nine 
(ricks. 


Senna gains pole position 
at Monaco GF again 


MONTE CARLO. Monaco ( AP) 
— It’s getting to be like a broken 
record, over and over again. 

Ayrton Senna broke a qual- 
ifying record Thursday to gain the 
provisional pole position for a 
Formula 1 race. 

This time it was at Monaco. 
The Brazilian appears headed to 
his fourth consecutive pole posi- 
tion of the season. He started first 
in Brazil, the United States and 
Italy. 

If he follows his pole position 
with another victory, it would be 
a record fourth straight at the 
start of the season. 

In the first qualifying session 
for Sunday's race. Senna's 
McLaren-Honda was timed in 1 
minute, 20.508 seconds for the 
2.068-mile (3. 327-kilo metre) cir- 
cuit through the streets of the 
principality. 

The time bettered the previous 
qualifying best of 1:21.314 he set 
last year. 

Senna had a time in the low 
l:22*s early in the one-year ses- 
sion. 

“I made my first ran early on 
because I was worried about traf- 
fic and the possibility of rain.” 
Senna said. "The track conditions 
were dirty to start with.” 

Italian Riccardo Patrese chal- 
lenged Senna with a 1:22.057 


midway through the practice. 
Them Senna returned and blasted 
his way around the track. 

“The second lap was perfect, a 
clear lap. no mistakes,” Senna 
said. “It was very quick, but I 
could feel the difference with the 
old engine.” 

He averaged 92.469 raph 
(148.78 kph) on his lap. 

Senna gets another chance to 
break the 1:20 barrier in Satur- 
day's second qualifying session. 

There were no trials Friday, 
the traditional off-day for the 
Monaco Grand Prix. 

Gerhard Berger of Austria, 
Senna's teammate, also went 
under the qualifing best Thursday 
with a 11.21.222, putting both 
McLaren-Honda’s nearly a 
second ahead of the field. 

Berger was using the standard 
engine, available for the race. 

Patrese could not improve his 
1:22.057 in his Wilhams-Renault. 
He said that he may use a special 
engine in the next practice. 

“We have a development en- 
gine for Saturday, and perhaps I 
can improve the handling a bit,” 
Patrese said. “But 1.5 seconds is 
a lot to find.” 

Alain Prost of France was 
timed in 1.22.113 in a Ferrari for 
fourth place. 



Michael Chang 


Chang struggles into U.S 
clay court quarterfinals 


CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 
(R) — Top seed Michael Chang 
was extended through three 
tough sets before advancing to 
the quarterfinals of the $250,000 
U-S. Men's Gay Court Tennis 
Championships. 

Chang rebounded after losing a 
tight first set tiebreak, but had to 
battle ail the way to hold off 
unseeded fellow American Bryan 
Shelton 6-7 6-4 7-5. 

The top seed will be joined in 
the quarterfinals by a pair of 
Peruvian clay court specialists. 

Chang next faced seventh seed 
Jaime Yzaga, who ousted un- 
seeded American Jimmy Brown 
6-4 6-4. 

Yzaga’s fellow- Peruvian Pablo 
Array a also advanced when he 
rallied to defeat Italian Diego 
Nargiso 2-6 6-4 7-6 by takin g the 
third set tiebreak 7-3. 

In the quarterfinals Anaya 
takes on Argentine Javier Prana, 
a 6-4 6-2 winner over American 
Brad Pearce. 

The other quarterfinals pit 
third-seeded defending champion 
David Wheaton against fellow 
American Malivai Washington 
and fourth seed Richey Rene berg 
against sixth seed Jimmy Arias in 
another all-American match-up. 

Shelton's strong serve and de- 
feat veliey's kept the lOth-ranked 


Chang scrambling throughout 
much of the match. 

The 135th-ranked Shelton 
broke for 4-3 to gain the upper 
hand. But he dropped his next 
serve and needed a 7-5 tiebreak 
win to take the opening set. 

Shdxon's serve continued to give 
Chang pits, bnt it also faltered at 
times. The top seed gained the 
critical second set service break in 
the seventh game when Shelton 
double-faulted twice. Chang then 
served out the set to level the 
match. 

Chang broke in the opening 
game of the decider to build a 3-1 
lead, but Shelton refused to 
throw in the towel. 

With quick reflexes Shelton 
kept coming up with volley win- 
ners and captured Chang's serve 
in the seventh game to put theaet 
back on seeve. 

At 5-5 however Shelton fell 
beind 0-40 volley errors. He 
saved two break points before 
Chang finally took control to 
break Shelton for 6-5 and serve 
out the match. 

*Tve never bad so much diffi- 
culty returning a guy's serve. It 
was jumping all over the place 
and there was not much of a 
difference between his first and 
second serve,” Chang said. “I 
was very frustrated out there." 


Spitz finishes last in 
100-metre butterfly 

ting his wind back after the race, 
said he was happy with the way 
he swam. 

“I feel great," he told reporters 
before organisers of the first 
Gran Premio Isla de Tenerife 
whisked him away. 

Spitz has been beaten twice in 
50-metre butterfly duels with 
Tom Jager and Matt Biondi. Bnt 
this was the first time he raced the 
distance he hopes to swim at the 
Barcelona Olympics. 

“It’s Mark’s first 100 since 
1972," coach Ron BaUatore said 
after the race. “He was very good 
through 75 (metres). He didn’t 
finish well, bnt the time was 
fine.” 


SANTA CRUZ DE TENER- 
IFE. Canary Islands (AP) — In 
baseball it's three strikes and 
you're out. 

But after losing his third 
straight race since returning to 
competitive swimming Thursday, 
Mark Spitz was smiling — after 
he got his breath back, that is. 

Spitz 41. finished dead last in 
the five-man field in his first 
100-metre butterfly since he set a 
world record and won one of his 
seven gold medals at the 1972 
Olympics. 

His time of 58.78. was four 
seconds off the pace of Brian 
Aldermann, who won in 54.78. 
Spitz needs a time of 55.59 to 
qualify for next year's U.S. 
Olympic trials. 

But Spitz, who spent a few 
minutes in the locker room get- 


Spitz started slowly and was 
third at the turn. He faded on the 
last 50 metres. 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 



Andy Capp 



COArtRANY IS ABOUT 1h£ONl2V 
THINS THAT CAM STIR THIS 

Bloke - and then rosoNW 

TO TELL mo “SHOVE OFF . 



Peanuts 



PRESIDENT LHL50N ! 
WHAT ARE YOU D01N6 
OYER HERE7HAVE THEY! 
SIGNED THE ARMISTICE 7* 



SORRY. NO 
TIME TO TALK! 
MY SQUADRON 
TAKES OFF 
AT DAWN! 

S-' 



MAYBE YOU 5H0ULD 
HAVE B0U6HT A 
| GOLDEN RETRIEVER, CHARLES) 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOE SATURDAY MAY 14 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Rigtiter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
w 01 find that your plans change 
often today and that you will be 
active with many unexpected con- 
cerns that win place large demands 
on your time. Be sore to let those 
concerned kaow about. the 


ABIES: (March 21 to April 193 
Take some time out to get rid of 
obligations to otbeis during the 
daytime but tonight get off to the 
various new conditions that appeal 
to you. 

TAURUS: (April 30 to May. 20) 
The daytime finds conflicts _ be- 
tween family and a determined 
outrider so steer dear of this feud 
and you avoid trouble at your 
dwelling. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to lone 21) Use 
more care on the highway during 
the day but then tonight you are 
able to get off with dose compan- 
ions for a very pleasant evening. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever brings to tight 
some means 'by which you can be 
more sensible between spending 
and amusements is fine daring the 
■day. . . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) T hink - 
over how to steer dear of that fixed 
unpleasant condition at home dur- 
ing the daytime bin tonight you can 
do almost anything you please. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Friends mid material require- 
ments of your own conflict so that 


you would be wise to keep tfcewvo 
separated and join with friends in 
recreations. . - 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Yost have some secret anxiety 
that should fit forgotten while you 
get (Nit in the worid of activity, 
have appointments them tonight aU 
works out. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Decide now what you warn 
in die future for yourself withom 
being so tied to the opinion of one 
in partial control of your affairs 
and enjoy yourself. ■ 

SAGITTARIUS:- (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your time to 
be sue you do handle. all. pending 
-matters in a most careful and coo- 
stientious fashion so tomght'all 
works out as yon desire. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you have it in 
your power to really get involved 
. in some, dispute over finances with 
another but if you sidestep the 
problem all tiling will work out. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This- is the time for you to 
make sure you are aware. of the- 
various problems existing between 
yon and officials that need to be 
cleared up. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You now find that there are 
some highly effective means 
tonight by which you can improve 
aU about you so postpone definite 
action during the daytime. ' 


4 J 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Your mother always said your ears 
are dirty enough to grow potatoes 
in. Maybe we could start a 
profitable farm.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Boh Lae 


Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, fo form 
four ortfinary words. 


SELOU 


■ ■■| 

• 

■ 


€!»■»■« 


UFYSS I 



□ 

MM 

M 

U 


ELYSEP j 



■■ 



TELSED 


□ 

□ 

nn 



YOU TE NIP TO L/KE 
THAT NUISANCE 
BETTER’ THE MORE — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: YOU ^ ^ XI HIM ( XXXI 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: (RATE OUTDO 


(Answers tomorrow) 
MUFFLE THRESH 


Answer That forthrigh t guy was right about — 
A FOtffmTOFTHE TIME 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Lessen 
6 Reverberation 

10 Pierre's state: 
abbr. 

14 Lawgiver 

15 Wail 

16 Cracow native 

1 7 Pastry treats 

19 Yemeni city 

20 Poehc word 

21 Bh 

22 Butts -eye 

24 Tyne ol bridge 

26 Spring up 

27 Pub order 

28 Solar deny 

29 none/ 

32 Good gotl score 
35 Dante's love 

37 Competent 

38 "Cave — " 

40 And Olfiers: LaL 

41 Bob up agam 

43 Bonnie's partner 

44 Enclosure 

45 Evening. Fr. 

46 Stooge name 

47 Untrue 
49 Cautious 
53 Weapons 

55 — Lisa 

56 Comp. pL 

57 Effrgy 

58 Star ot "Caddy 
Shack" 

51 Sir Philip — 

62 Impel 

63 Surgeon's beam 

64 Miami's county 

65 “Ail — Jazz- 

66 Foyer 

DOWN 

1 Plus 

2 Arbor 

3 Coeur d' — 

4 Digit 

5 Furnish with a 

■ nghi 

6 Overact 

7 Soft draik 

B Actor Linden 
9 In operation 
TO Practices boxing 

11 Marshal DH ton's 
town 



C-iMl Traixw M«u Sarmcov Inc 
M n^mxmnio 


12 Sheltered 

13 Eng. county 
16 Part 
23“— She 

Sweet?" 

25 WHchcny 
28 Fit lo — 

28 Dogpatch 
resident 

30 Pvr seh. 

31 Printing term 

32 Famed marshal 

33 — in one's 
bonnet 

34 Actor in "Gilda" 
36 Confederate 

general 

38 Type ol saw 

39 Exchange 
premium 

42 H. cathedral city 

43 Rounded boat 
46 Multitudinous 
46 Stan'S partner 

49 Long for 

50 Gormandize 

51 indy name 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nonn nnnmn nnnn 
mnran nnnno noran 
nrannHnrannnnnmnn 
nnnnnnn snsHH 
Brian anrara 
nonnnn nnna nnn 
□mag nnnan Finn 
rBnnannrnrancnonFinn 
non nranna nann 
nnn ranon nBBnciD 
„ nnnra nenn 
nennn rarannoran 
ranmraDnnrannnrDoraR 
grann onronnr nntin 
Bonn anaaa naan 


$ 


52 Suspicious 

53 Outer cover 

54 Thought 


55 Large: pref. 

59 Regal letters 

60 Chin, dynasty 
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Economy 


Financial Markets 

Jordan Times 

in ca np«riiririii with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Currency 

CLOSE 
n-« 8/ 5/97 

CLOSE 
i M . 9/5/97 

Siding Pound® 

1.7200 

1.7185 

Dedtck Made 

1.7320 

17 

Swiss Fnutc 

1.4635 

1.4650 

French Franc 

5.8605 

5.8840 •* 

Japanese Yea 

138.30 

138.23 

European Camay Unit 

1.1900 

1.1835** 


GMT 


DW* 5 9/9? 


Curran? 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

5.87 

5.93 

6.33 

6.50 

Sterling Pound 

11.87 

11.37 

11.18 

11.06 

Deutsche Mark 

8.87 

8.93 

9.12 

9.12 

Swiss Franc 

8.37 

8.37 

8.18 

7.93 

French Franc 

9.12 

9.12 

9.18 

9 .25 

Japanese Yen 

8.00 

7.90 

7.75 

7.50 

European Currency Unit 

9.68 

9.56 

9.56 

9.43 


«**•= 9/5/9 7 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Cni* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gra 

Gold 

357.25 

6.70 

Silver 

4.07 

.087 


ft til l Bank of Jordan fitrlmiji Rats BsBatin 


9/5/9? 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer ' 

UA Dollar 

.679 

.683 

Sterttag Pound 

1.1670 

1.1740 

Deutsche Mark * 

.3918 

.3942 

Swiss Franc 

.4635 

.4663 

French Franc 

.1158 

.1165 

Japanese Yen 4 

.4911 

.4940 

Dutch Guilder 

.3477 

.3498 

Swedish Krona 

.1099 

.1106 

Itafian Lira* 

.0530 

.53 3 

Belgian Franc 

.01909 

.01920 


* Pw MW 

Otht'O rnanciw 


Date: 


9/5/9? 






Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7600 

1.7800 

Lcbanne Lira* 

.0730 

. 0750 

Saudi Rfpd 

.1803 . 

.1819 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Rlya! 

.1840 

.1 860 

Egyptian Pound 

.1900 

.2050 

Omani Jtfrsl 

1.7300 

1-7700 

UAE Dirham 

.1832 

.1850 

Greek Drachma* 

.3 600 

.3650 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4260 

1.4300 


Index 

■ 7y$/91 Ctasc 

8/5/91 Owe 

All-Share 

113.31 

773.53 

Braking Sector 

109.52 

709.98 

Insurance Seder 

770. 93 

171.30 

Industry Sector 

118.34 

118.20 

Sundew Sector 

122.24 

122.11 


ip I 

*1 

s»i 

Vi 

ilij 


if - ! 


-i 

-v 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Folkwing a he the buying and selling ratts f or 


on the London foreign exchange and 
One Seeding ' ' 1:7130/40 
1 One U.S. dollar 1.152207 
1.7320/30 
1.9490/500 
1.4680/87 
35.56/61 
5.8580/630 
138.75/85 
6.1800/50 
6.7375/425 
6.6210/60 

One oohoe of gold 356JWG57.00 


bullion markets Friday. 
U.S. dollar - 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Soviets 

consider 
setting up 
new airline 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union is considering setting up a 
new airline for long-distance 
flights, equipped with a fleet of 
Boeing-747s,the Communist Par- 
ty daily Pravda has reported. 

The newspaper quoted former 
deputy civil aviation minister 
Yuri Mamsurov- as the saying 
the Government was studying 
proposals to set up a company 
known as “Extra Long-Distance 
Airlines” to compete with the 
state airline Aeroflot. 

Mamsurov, working on the 
project at the civil aviation minis- 
try, said the company, known by 
its Soviet Acronym Asda, might 
be a U.S.-Soviet joint venture, 
and prospects of it being created 
were good. 

“ASDA will take upon itself 
the work which Aeroflot is not 
capable of handling ... the Soviet 
‘Boeings' will transport a much 
greater number of passengers us- 
ing the same amount of fuel,” 
Mamsurov said. 

He did not say how many 
aircraft might be involved in the 
project. He estimated ASDA 
could make an annual profit of 
more than $30 million from 
buying one Boeing-747 on credit 
and $60 million if it leased the 

aircraft . 

Various proposals for acquiring 
Boeing-747s and 767s were stu- 
died last year with U.S. and 
Japanese banks, the Boeing cor- 
poration, leasing firms and airline 
companies, Mamsurov said. 

“In the framework of a Soviet- 
American joint venture, we want 
U> use such equipment for tong- 
haul flights not only on overseas 
routes but inside our own coun- 
try,” he said, Pravda gave no 
further details, 

Aeroflot carried about 140 mil- 
lion passengers, in 1990 on 
thousands of routes, but it is still 
unable to meet demand and its 
aircraft are not fuel-efficient. 

Several independent earners, 
seeking to end Aeroflot's 
-monopoly, are emerging in the 
Soviet Union as a result of mar- 
ket-oriented reforms but they 
have still to establish themselves. 

Mamsurov said Aeroflot bad 
lost its position as a major world 
airline because of its poor tech- 
nology. 


Chinese premier warns 
U.S. over MFN trade 


BEUING (R) — China's hard- 
line Premier Li Peng has warned 
Americans that the loss of most 
favoured nation status. : affecting 
billions of dollars of trade with 
the United States, would harm 
Beijing’s reform policy and open- 
ing to the West. 

Official newspapers quoted 
him Friday as saying China would 
forge ahead with economic re- 
forms begun in 1979 but a with- 
drawal of the preferential trade 
treatment would hurt American 
interests. 

“Cancelling the most favoured 
nation status would strike a blow 
against China's reform and open 
policy," he was quoted as saying 
by the Economic Daily. 

“And this would be in contra- 
diction with the U.S. statement 
that the U.S. hopes China will 
continue with its reform and 
opening to the outside world." 

Li made the remarks Thursday 
in a meeting with Roger Sullivan, 
president of the U.S.-China Busi- 
ness Council, a Washington- 
based group promoting Sino-U.S. 
trade. 

Diplomats called this a new 
and persuasive argument in Chi- 
na's campaign to save most 
favoured nation (MFN) status, 
which reduces duties on Chinese 
goods in the vital U.S. market. 



SjjWK.--' ■ 
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m 



U Peng 

“If you assume that Congress is 
moved by the desire to see reform 
continue, it is quite a powerful 
argument.” said a Western di- 
plomat. 

President Bush must decide by 
June 3 whether to renew for one 
year the preferential treatment. 
The White House said Thursday 
Bush had not yet made a deci- 
sion. 

The move could run into poli- 
tical trouble in Congress where 
many legislators are attacking 
China's record on human rights, 
trade and arms proliferation. 

At least 60 congressmen have 
cosponsored legislation that 
would link favourable trade treat- 
ment to China's human rights 
policies. 


Businessmen find talk of 
Kuwait‘gold mine’ untrue 


KUWAIT (R) — Businessmen 
converging on Kuwait expecting 
to land lucrative contracts to help 
rebuild the emirate are finding 
the going tough. 

“The thought that post-war 
Kuwait is a gold mine is not true. 
The days of tremendous profits 
here are gone," said Bob Nilsson, 
vice-chairman of the U.S. con- 
tracting firm Turner Interna- 
tional. 

“Kuwaitis are excellent 
businessmen and shrewd nego- 
tiators. They'll give you fair but 
not excessive profit,'* be com- 
mented . 

Scores of businessmen, en- 
gineers. architects and designers 
are arriving in large numbers. 

“In Britain and the United 
States, people have a vision of 
taking a ticket and standing in 
line ar the Kuwaiti money 
machine.” an economic analyst 
said. 

“There is no money ro be made 
but it won't be the amounts peo- 
ple were talking about earlier,” 
he noted. 

Businessmen say Kuwait, apart 
from its blazing oilfields, has not 
suffered the massive destruction 
first feared. 


“There is no large-scale des- 
truction in Kuwait as first re- 
ported,” said Meri Service, a 55- 
year-old engineering looking at 
business potential for his com- 
pany, Pacific Architect and En- 
gineering. 

“Outside the oil business, what 
is needed here is a gigantic clean- 
up job not a rebuilding process,” 
be pointed out. 

Iraqi troops reportedly blew up 
more than 600 oQ well.s setting 
more than 500 of them ablaze. 
Scores of buildings, power plants 
and other installations were 
sabotaged or looted but damage 
is less than originally feared. 

The analyst estimated that re- 
construction would cost between 
$20 to $30 billion over the next 
five years, compared with earlier 
estimates of up to $100 billion. 

Cliinis Lascaris. chairman of 
the Washington-based Lascaris 
Design Group International, said 
structural damage was not huge 
but a large number of villas and 
palaces had suffered badly. 

He said he and his partners 
were preparing reports for the 
ministry of public health and re- 
pairing several palaces. 

Hotels in Kuwait City, which 


before basic services were res- 
tored had been the preserve of 
journalists, are now bustling with 
well-groomed Western and 
Japanese businessmen. 

The Americans, some sporting 
cowboy hats and boots, hobnob 
in hotel lobbies with Kuwaitis in 
traditional white robes. 

U.S. businessmen are thought 
to have an edge over rivals. 

“Our country was returned to 
us through God's will and the 
Americans,” said Ibrahim Al 
Ghanem, director-general of cus- 
toms. “The least we can do is to 
pay back some of the favour." 

A Japanese businessman ack- 
nowledged that Americans and 
the European members of the 
anti-Iraq coalition would get the 
lion's share of business. 

“We don’t like this but we have 
to admit it... they sent troops 
while the Japanese only gave 
money." he said. 

But he was confident Japanese 
firms would win several contracts 
especially in communications and 
power plants, as Japanese com- 
panies had supplied 70 per cent of 
the equipment in these two fields 
in the first place. 


Statistics show 
gap in east. 


wide GNP 

Germany 


BONN (R) — The gross national 
product (GNP) of what used to 
be East Germany was just 8.3 per 
cent of the size of western Ger- 
many's economy in the second 
half of 1990, official data showed. 

Eastern Germany's GNP 
reached 105.3 billion marks ($60 
billion) in the six months, com- 
pared with 1.28 trillion marks 
($728 billion) in western Ger- 
many, the Federal Statistics 
Office said. 

The data was the first since 
unification on the size of the 
economy of eastern Germany, 
which has roughly one quarter of 
the population and a third of the 
surface area of former ’West 
Germany. 

GNP is the broadest raeassure 
of the goods and services pro- 
duced by an economy. 

The region’s gross domestic 
product (GDP), which excludes 
income from abroad, reached 


104.5 billion marks ($59 billion) 
in the second half of last year. 

By comparison, western Ger- 
many's most populous state of 
North-Rhine Westphalia has a 
GDP of more than 300 billion 
marks ($170 billion) over a six 
month period. 

The report by the Wiesbaden- 
based statistics office also showed 
that average wages and produc- 
tivity in the east lagged substan- 
tially behind West German 
levels. 

The average monthly pay pack- 
et of a worker in eastern Ger- 
many was 1.357 marks ($771), 
about a third of what his western 
counterpart took home every 


month. 

Productivity, calculated by di- 
viding GDP by the number of 
workers, was 12,490 marks 
($7,096) in the second half of last 
year, only 28.5 per cent of die 
level achieved in the west. 

The office said 8.36 million 
eastern Germans were employed 
in the second half of 1990, 29.1 
per cent of the number of those 
working in western Germany. 

The unemployment rate m the 
east rose to 7.3 per cent of the 
population at the end of Decem- 
ber from 1.6 per cent at the 
beginning of July. 

The spokesman said all figures 
for eastern Germany were calcu- 
lated in current prices. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Tokyo stocks dosed easier in light, programme- 
dominated trading, with the Nikkei average falling much further 
than the overall market. The 225-share Nikkei slid 164.21 points, 
or 0.62 per cent, to 26,274.29. 

SYDNEY — Shares closed higher after a day of seesaw trade 
underpinned by off-shore buying and local profit-taking. The all 
ordinaries index dosed up two points at 1,548.3. 

SINGAPORE — The market closed mixed after bargain hunting 
gave way to profit-taking. The Straits Times finished 6.58 points 
higher at 1,53232. 

BOMBAY — Lower carry-forward charges and expectations of 
good corporate remits share prices. The Bombay Stock Exchange 
index rallied 28.06 points to 1388.35. The National index firmed 
9.45 to 639.02. 

FRANKFURT — German share ended 0.6 per cent higher in 
fairly thin trading in between Thursday's Ascenion Day holiday 
and the weekend break. The 30-share DAX index dosed 13.35 
points higher at 1,620.63. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed slightly higher in quiet trading. 
The all-share SP1 index rose 6.6 points to 1,085.0 while the blue 
chip SMI index added 16.1 to 1,661.9. 

LONDON — Shares reversed sharp early gains and closed lower 
on Wall Street weakness. The FTSE 100 dosed 17.5 points down 
at 2.524.3. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips came off the day's lows but 
remained weak in late-morning trade. Analysts said profit-taking 
after Thursday’s strong advance pressured prices. The Dow 30 
was down about three to 2968 after falling to about 2962. Losers 
outpaced gainers by six to five. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
machine tool orders, a key indica- 
tor of the nation's economic 
health, fell sharply in March, 
down 22.7 per cent from a year 
earlier and 16.2 per cent lower 
than February, the Association 
for Manufacturing Technology 
has said. 

Machine tools, which cut or 
shape metal, are used in the 
manufacture of a goods ranging 
from weapons and aircraft to 
consumer items such as refrigera- 
tors and cars. 

Although the market for 
machine tools is relatively small, 
its level of activity can proride 
dues to the health of manufactur- 
ing and the economy generally. 

The level fell sharply in March 
to $205.45 million, down 22.7 per 
cent from a year earlier and off 
16.2 per cent from February’s 
$245.15 million. 


sharply 

Despite the decline in orders, 
an official took an optimistic 
view, saying orders in the first 
three months of the year were still 
running dose to last year’s level. 

In the first quarter new 
machine tool orders totalled 
$650.45 million compared with 
$661.70 million for last year’s first 
quarter. 

“We think, it illustrates the 
improving competitiveness of the 
U.S. machine tool industry,” he 
said. 

Foreign orders totalled $46.40 
million in March, a 42.0 per cent 
drop from $80.05 million in 
February and down 39.2 per cent 
from $76.30 million a year ear- 
lier. 

Foreign shipments totalled 
$42.05 million in March, up 24 
per cent from $33.90 million in 
February butt, off slightly from 
S42.65 million a year ago. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Services in English tomorrow: 

8:00 a.m.: Holy Communion 

6:30 p.m.: Family Communion 
Celebrant: Fr. Andrew de Carpentier, CDC 
Tel: 628643 


FOR RENT 

With two bedrooms and two bathrooms L-shaped living 
and dining room, big kitchen, telephone, and central 
heating, garden all around. 

Address: Tei:S49110 


FOR RENT 

Area 210 m 2 , large saloon, living and dining rooms. Large 
kitchen. Two bedrooms, large veranda, garden, and 
central heating. 

Location: Near Jordan University. 

Phone: 844662 


(OPPORTUNITIES 

RELATIONS 

Marketing Services Est. requires maie/temaie repre- 
sentatives in the field of public relations. 
Applicants should have a post-school degree, good 
and persuasive personality, marketing experience 
ana good appearance. A private car is an advan- 
tage. 

if interested, call: (613338) 

Note: Required s qualified secretary. 


Luxembourg seeks 14 % 
minimum VAT rate by ’93 

EC urges fixing 
minimum income 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission has urged EC 
member states to fix a minimum 
income for the old and unem- 
ployed under their national social 
security systems. 

But. acknowledging the ex- 
reme political sensitivity of the 
subject, the EC's executive put 
forward a non-binding recom- 
mendation which contained only 
general principles. 

It did not say what level should 
be nor how it should be calcu- 
lated. The proposal does not cov- 
er minimum wages. 

The recommendation must it- 
self be discussed and approved 
unanimously by die 12 EC gov- 
ernments, which would then be 
under a political obligation to 
introduce measures within five 
years. But there would be no 
legal requirement for them to do 
so. 

A commission spokesman said, 
however, that such recommenda- 
tions could be pave the way for 
directives which, once agreed by 
EC governments, are legally 
binding. 

The spokesman said all Com- 
munity countries bar Spain, 
Greece, Portugal and Italy 
already have provisions guaran- 
teeing a minimum income. 

But only Denmark, Germany 
and the Netherlands meet the 
conditions recommended by the 
commission, the spokesman said: 

The commission suggested 
countries should ensure a mini- 
mum level of help for all resi- 
dents, including legal immigrants. 

There should be no time limit 
on support, which should be 
accompanied 1 , by a guarantee of 
health care and access, to help 
with housing, training and other 
needs, the commission said. 

The proposals are based on the 
social charter*, a document signed 
in December 1989 by all EC 
governments except Britain 
which aims to promote and pro- 
tect soda! rights in the barrier- 
free single market after 1992. 

The commission spokesman 
said the proposals had been dis- 
cussed in advance with senior 
social security officials from the 
12 EC governments whose reac- 
tion had been favourable/ 


Meanwhile, Luxemburg has 
proposed that all European Com- 
munity (EC) members should 
charge value-added tax (VAT) of 
at least 14 per cent on most 
products by 1993. 

The proposal by the current 
presidency of the EC also would 
allow a minimum of five per cent 
VAT on a special list of goods 
ranging from food to theatre tick- 
ets to funerals. 

It leaves open the possibility 
that countries such as Britain, 
which charges nothing on necessi- 
ties such as food and children's 
wear, could continue to do so at 
least temporarily. 

And it proposes a series of 
minimum rates for excise duties 
after 1992 on fuel, cigarettes and 
alcohol. 

EC officials said the paper — 
the basis for a major debate on 
taxation by EC finance ministers 
in Luxembourg — could mark a 
turning point in the Community’s 
tortured efforts to negotiate the 
exact rates of indirect tax which 
will apply in the single market 
after 1992. 

While the Luxembourg pack- 
■ age is unlikely to be agreed soon 
by members, who must settle tax 
questions by omm unity, officials 
said it coold be the basis for a 
compromise later this year cen- 
tred on a minimum VAT rate of 
perhaps 15 per cent. 

“What is important is to get 
something agreed for the first Of 
January, 1993,” said one EC offi- 
cial of the compromise. 

EC governments have been 
squabbling for years over how for 
to go in aligning indirect tax 
rates. 

The average rate of VAT in the 
bloc is 16.8 per cent for most 
products but it ranges from no- 
thing to 38 per cent. 

For Luxembourg, the com- 
promise proposal is a major con- 
cession because it, along with 
Spain would have to lift its VAT 
rate of 12 per cent to 14 per cent 
by 1993. 

But the presidency has aban- 
doned efforts to set a ceiling on 
members' VAT rates, good news 
for Denmark and Ireland which 
have rates above 20 per cent. 


TECHNICAL MANAGERS SOUGHT 

Rising manufacturing firm seeking to employ 
qualified technical managers to work with the 
'firm inside the Kingdom and abroad. 
Applicants must have the following qualifica- 
tions: 

1. Be over 30 years of age. 

2. Have completed the military service and the 
reserve period. 

3. Have at least five years of managerial and 
technical background. 

4. Have successfully graduated from American, 
British or German university. 

5. Have good command of the English lan- 
guage. 

6. Holders of industrial engineering degrees 
with technical background will be given 
priority. 

Please send your resume to the following address: 
P.0.B0X 830208 
Amman — Jordan. 
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KAZAKH, Soviet Union (Agen- 
®*s) — Nine Soviet soldiers were 
wounded in an ambush by Arme- 
nian fighters just inside Azerbai- 
jan Friday, the first mifitaiy 
casualties in the current flare-up 
of hostilities between the rival 
republics. 

Senior officers said the troops 
were on an anti -guerrilla opera- 
tion in the Kazakh region of 
north-eastern Azerbaijan, an 
area of frequent shelling and 
dashes in recent weeks. 

“A second Afghanistan has be- 
gun here," a helicopter pilot said 
before taking off from Kazkh 
with the bloodstained and ban- 
daged wounded for the nearest 
big town, Gyandzha. 

The Kremlin's nine-year war 
against rebel guerrillas in moun- 
tainous Afghanistan cost the 
Soviet Armed Forces at least 
15,000 dead and many more 
wounded. 

The attack came the day after 
publication of a stern warning 
from regional military comman- 
ders in the Transcaucasus, who 
said they would take “the most 
decisive measures” against 
Armenia unless attacks and in- 
sults on army personnel stopped. 

The ambush occurred at 3 a.m. 
(2300 GMT) in the village of 
Tally, deep in the mountains 
along the troubled border. 

Armenia said Soviet troops had 
attacked an Armenian village jost 
across the frontier some four 
boors later Friday. 

An Interior Ministry spokes- ' 
man in Yerevan said two helicop- 
ters circled Tarvarkar, firing at it 
for 30 minutes. Then troops cros- - 
sed the frontier and surrounded 
the village. 

The nationalist government in 


Withdrawal 
ofU.S. 
ship puts 
pressure 
on Manila 

MANILA (R) — The United 
States pulled out its only warship 
based in the Philippines Friday, 
patting further psychological 
pressure on Manila to reach 
agreement on the future of U.S. 
military bases in the country. 

The guided-missile cruiser 
Sterett left for San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, where it will be based 
after a 13-month overhaul and 
systems improvement, die ship's 
commanding officer. Captain 
Thomas Blound, told reporters at 
Subic Bay Naval Base. 

The Sterett will not be re- 
placed, a U.S. spokesman said. 

The United States did not 
directly link the Sterett’s depar- 
ture to deadlocked negotiations 
on the continued U.S. use of 
military bases in the Phil i ppines 
but diplomats said it underlined 
Washington’s commitment to re- 
duce its forces in Asia. 

The Americans are also pulling 
out two fighter squadrons from 
Clark Air Base and will hand 
back control of two facilities to 
Philippine authorities within the 
next few months. 

Mayor Richard Gordon of 
Olongapo City, which is next to 
Subic, said the Sterett’s with- 
drawal reflected Washington's 
budget constraints, but it was also 
meant as a signal that Washing- 
ton might pull out if it does not 
reach agreement with Manila on 
the bases. 

“In (he game of diplomacy and 
negotiations, there are a lot of 
signals ... that to me is a signal 
that if they can’t get an agree- 
ment, they will pull out," Gordon 
said during a farewell ceremony 
for the Sterett. 

Negotiations between Manila 

and Washington over the bases 

broke down last Friday after the 
two sides failed to agree on how 
much the United States should 
pay for use of the bases and how 
long the United States would 
continue to use them. 

President Corazon Aquino said 
it was too early to say that the 
bases talks had failed and that 
Manila was preparing for further 
talks on the continued U.S. use of 
Clark Air Base and Subic Naval 
Dockyard, Washington’s biggest 
militar y facilities iu Asia. 

• Thei-r lease expires in 
September. 

The Philippines wants $825 
milli on in annual compensation ' 
for seven years. The United 
States has offered $360 million 
annually but wants a 10-12 year 
term. 

A Manila newspaper said Fri- 
day the Philippines stood to lose 
some $1.8 billion in annual aid, 
f oam and salaries for base work- 
ers from the United States if it 
faile d to forge a new treaty. 

The bases employ more than 

70,000 PfKpino workers. 


: soldiers wounded its. 
Armenian- Assert conflict 


Yerevan says Soviet troops have 
killed at least 48 people in the 
past 10 days in attacks on Arme- 
nian villages in Azerbaijan and in 
Armenia itself. 

Moscow and Azerbaijan blame 
the violence on Armenian mili- 
tants who they say are fomenting 
strife between the two peoples. 
The army says its troops are just 
carrying out President Mikhail 
Gorbachev's orders to disarm 
illegal bands. 

The wounded troops were from 
the Soviet Fourth Army, which 
was involved in a bloody opera- 
tion against another Armenian 
village in the region, Voskepar, 
Monday. 

Armenia says 15 people were 
killed, including 11 policemen re- 
turning from guard duty in their 
bus gunned down by troops. The 
soldiers claim they had acted in 
self-defence. 

The region has been tense since 
the bloodshed broke out again 12 
days ago with army operations 
against two Armenian villages 
inside Azerbaijan, near the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Sporadic gunfire has been 
heard across this section of the 
frontier almost every day and 
bouses have been destroyed by 
shelling on both sides. 

An Armenian Interior Ministry 
spokesman said troops crossed 
the border from Azerbaijan in 11 
'armoured personnel carriers and 
surrounded Travarkar. 

It was the seventh border vil- 
lage Armenia said was attacked 
by Soviet and Azerbaijani forces 
in the past 10 days. 

The Armenian Interior Minis- 
try said troops surrounded two 
Armraiao-populated villages in- 


side Azerbaijan late Thursday 
night and opened fire. 

The two villages, Mac as hit and 
Vozlukh, are located between 
Armenia and the area which is 
the main source of the conflict, 
the disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh inside Azerbaijan. 

Interior Ministry spokesman 
Karyun Akopyan said Friday he 
had no further information on 
that incident. 

But he said Soviet forces had 
ceased operations for 24 hours to 
observe Thursday's national holi- 
day commemorating the 46th 
anniversary of the end of World 
War n in Europe. 

“As you can see, Soviet troops 
did not do anything yesterday 
during the holiday,” be said. 
“Now they are beginning again.” 

Meanwhile surrounded by 
tanks and fearful of attack, resi- 
dents of this Armenian settle- 
ment in the rugged mountains of 
Azerbaijan reluctantly handed 
over their weapons to the Soviet 
army. 

By bowing Thursday to over- 
whelming force and surrendering 
11 machine guns, 27 hunting rifles 
and a handful of grenades, 
Artzvashen’s 3,000 residents 
avoided the fate of at least half- 
dozen other villages along the 
Armenian-Azerbaijani border 
which Soviet troops have seized 
in 10 days. 

“They said they would destroy 
the town, and I think they would 
have," Artzvashen police Sgt. 
Agvan Yeremiau recalled. “It's 
all the same to them that women 
and children and old people are 
tiving here.” 

Armenia’s acting interior 
minister, Ashot Manucharian, 
said 48 Armenians have been 


Bush has Graves 9 disease 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
President George Bush took a 
dose of radioactive iodine Thurs- 
day to begin bringing his overac- 
tive thyroid under control and 
doctors said his health could be 
folly restored within a matter of 
weeks. 

Bush was diagnosed as having 
Graves’ disease, a common thyr- 
oid condition that also affli cts his 
wife Barbara, and doctors at 
Bethesda Naval Centre im- 
mediately prescribed the radioac- 
tive iodine. 

The president sipped a small 
glass of the solution from a straw 
and then returned to the White 
House, declaring he felt “per- 
fect.” 

“The heart is perfect ... so I'm 
very very lucky," said Bush, 
whose doaors told him the erra-* 
tic heartbeat he began feeling 
while jogging Saturday was due 
to the thyroid condition. He 
underwent 2 and one half hours 
of tests at Bethesda Naval Hos- 
pital and later told a group of 
Hispanic businessmen that be had 
a “wonderful report" at Che hos- 
pital. 

Doctors said the iodine will 
migrate to Bash's diseased thyr- 
oid and destroy the hormone- 
producing cells in the gland over 
the next few weeks. 

Dr. Kenneth Borman, an army 
colonel and a thyroid expert from 
Walter Reed Army Medical Cen- 
tre, said die president's health 
should be “fully restored to bis 


usual state of rigorous healtu 
very quickly.” 

He said by correcting the over- 
active thyroid. Bush's irregular 
heartbeat should also be cor- 
rected. 

Dr. Burton Lee, the White 
House physician, said the presi- 
dent's schedule may be eased 
next week to help him recover. 

“His schedule will be cut 
back,” Lee said. “I don't think 
the man should be overly stres- 
sed.” Later, the White House 
announced that Vice President 
Dan Qualye would replace Bush 
Monday on a -trip to Chicago 
dealing with health programmes 
for infants and children. 

In addition, for the next week 
or so while the radioactive iodine 
is in his system. Bush should take 
“common sense” precautions 
“such as not getting near his 
grandchildren or hugging or kis- 
sing them,” Burman said. 

An estimated seven million 
Americans suffer thyroid prob- 
lems, with about one million di- 
agnosed as having Graves' dis- 
ease. The condition is fatal if 
untreated, but the iodine solution 
treatment given to Bush has a 
cure rate that approaches 100 per 
cent, experts say. 

Burman said the process of 
establishing normal thyroid levels 
in the president may take from six 
weeks to three months. He said 
Bush will be closely monitored 
during this period, with frequent 
Mood tests. 


Human rights group urges 
academic freedom in Africa 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — A 
Loudon-based human rights 
group has accused African gov- 
ernments of infringing on . 
academic freedom and urged 
them to free professors and stu- 
dents detained without trial. 

In the end, Africa suffers be- 
cause of the repression on cam- 
pus, the report says. 

“An astonishing number of 
highly educated, talented and ex- 
perienced African academics 
work at foreign universities and 
research institutes,” the report 
says. 

Much is said m the West about 
the continent's responsibility for 
its problems, yet nothing is said 
about African governments “de- 
laying the prospects of recovery 
by silencing those who can help in 
the search for solutions,’* said the 
report. 

Africa Watch’s charges and re- 
commendations were contained 
in a 153-page report titled 
“Academic Freedom And Hu- 
man Rights Abuses In Africa." 

The human rights monitor 
urged African governments to: 

— Stop detaining, harassing 
and dismissing academic staff 
when the content of their 
teaching is considered objection- 
able. 

— Allow student .organisations 
to function independently of gov- 
ernment and ruling parties. 

— Allow university administra- 
tors to choose staff on the basis of 
academic qualifications rather 
than political loyalty. 

The document contained 


narratives of maltreatment from 
academics and students in Came- 
roon. Liberia. Kenya, Malawi. 
Nigeria. Somalia, South Africa, 
Sudan, Swaziland. Tanzania. 
Togo. Uganda, Zaire, Zim- 
babwe, Rwanda and Zambia. 

“At a time when Africa is 
experiencing the emergence of 
civilian movements advocating 
respect for human rights, 
academic freedom is increasingly 
under attack," the report says. 

It says “governments of the - 
right and the left, military regim-' 
es as well as civilian administra- 
tions, have felt threatened by the 
essential function of academics: 
To exercise and to develop in 
their students a spirit of inquiry.” 

The report names scores of 
university lectures and students 
who have been tortured while in 
detention. Others have lost their 
jobs or been denied promotion, 
jailed and forced into exile be- 
cause of expressing views author- 
ities disliked. 

The report also described some 
more subtle methods, among 
them placing security agents or 
unqualified students as spies on 
campuses. 

Other practices include the 
common requirement that the 
government pre-approve all re- 
search, the banning of publica- 
tions and the denial of research 
grants on sensitive subjects. 

Many African universities and 
research institutes are dependent 
on their government's for financ- 
ing. leaving them open to press- 
ure ami intimidation. 


killed and 91 taken prisoner in 
the recent fighting. Many of the 
prisoners are feared dead, he told 
a press conference Thursday 150 
kilometres southwest in Yerevan, 
the Armenian capital. 

Residents of Artzvasbeu, a 
tranquil 5,620-feet high (1.6 kms) 
farm town whose name means 
“eagle's nest" in Armenian, 
awoke Wednesday to find dozens 
of Soviet tanks and armoured 
vehicles peering down on them 
from the surrounding rugged 
green hills. Ten or more than 
Soviet helicopters buzzed over- 
head. An army officer demanded 
over a loudspeaker that town- 
speople turn over ail their 
weapons. 

“They said, ‘we do not want 
bloodshed,’” recalled Pavlik De- 
mirchian, a tractor driver. “They 
said if we turned in our weapons 
they would guarantee our lives. If 
not, they’d level the town." 

When townspeople missed a 10 
a.m. Wednesday (0600 GMT) 
deadline to surrender their 
weapons, the tanks fired warning 
shots into the air, said local police 
Sgt. Armen Karapetian. 

“It was horrifying. All the chil- 
dren started to cry,” said Demir- 
chian. 

Residents said they have little 
contact with ethnic Azerbaijanis. 

“We give them back their stray 
cattle. They give us back our 
stray cattle. That’s all. said Sergei 
Arakelian, 23. 

Since they have been forced to 
. give up their weapons, townspeo- 
ple worry they are defenseless 
against any Azerbaijani attacks. 

Even without weapons,” we 
will not give up. We will find a 
way to defend our wives and 
children,” said Kirakosian. 


5th South 
Korean sets 
himself 
on fire in 
protest 

SEOUL (AP) — A protester 
poured paint thinner over his 
body and set himself on fire 
Friday to protest the beating 
death of a student by police, a 
news report said. 

It was the fifth self-immolation 
in two weeks to protest the fatal 
beating on April 26. Three of the 
victims have died; 

The Incident occurred after 
President Roh Tae-Woo rejected 
demands he fire his cabinet to 
cope with escalating nationwide 
protests, and warned demonstra- 
tors the government would not 
tolerate further violence. 

Nationwide protests were trig- 
gered by the studeot protester’s 
death in Seoul. Tens of thousands 
of students, workers and dissi- 
dents have staged rallies and vio- 
lent protests demanding Roh fire 
the cabinet and make broader 
economic and political reform. 

The South Korean News Agen- 
cy, Yonhap, said Yoon Yong-Su, 
20, was rushed to the Chonnam 
University Hospital in Kwangju, 
260 kilometres south of Seoul, 
and was in critical condition. 

Yonhap quoted witnesses as 
saying Yoon set himself on fire in 
a restroom at the university, theu 
rushed out towards an auditorium 
yelling “down with (President) 
Roh Tae-Woo” and “drive out 
Yankees." 



37 killed in 3 tornados 

that hit Bangladesh 


F.W. de Klerk 

Pretoria, 
ANC are 
divided 
on spears 
for Zulus 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Government reluctance to ban 
Zulus from canyiug spears is the 
main obstacle in talks with the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) on averting a political 
crisis, officials said Friday. 

Government and ANC 
sources, who declined to be 
named, said the two sides were 
also divided over ANC demands 
for the dismissal of the police and 
defence ministers. 

The ANC has threatened to 
pull out of talks on South Africa's 
political future unless the govern- 
ment meets its demands to halt 
violence in black townships. 

The two sides were holding 
emergency talks on averting the 
crisis when the ANC-imposed 
deadline passed Thursday. Offi- 
cials indicated & compromise 
seemed possible. 

President F.W. de Klerk intro- 
duced new measures to bar. 
weapons in public places in an 
effort to stem violence. But he 
stopped short of outlawing 
spears, which often are carried by 
members of the Zulu-dominated 
Inkatha Freedom Party, the 
ANCs main rival. 

Fighting in black townships, 
which has claimed 150 lives since 
May 1, mainly pits ANC suppor- 
ters against inkatha supporters. 
Both sides oppose apartheid but 
’differ over "plans for a future 
South Africa. 

Id another development, the 
ANC said a white man was shot 
to death Friday by a security 
guard when he was discovered in 
one of its Johannesburg offices. 

Police, who were investigating 
the matter, gave no details about 
the intruder except his race. 

.Police said Friday that at least 
12 people were killed in black 
faction fighting over 24 hours, 
primarily in the Johannesburg re- 
gion. The dead rnduded six peo- 
ple killed with AK-47 assault 
rifles in a dash between ANC and 
Inkatha supporters in Tembisa 
township outside Johannesburg. 

The ANC deadline for pulling 
out of constitutional talks passed 
Thursday with the two sides still 
seeking a compromise. De Klerk 
said “good progress” had been 
made. The ANC did not make a 
statement. 

The main sticking point was the 
government's reluctance to ban 
spears carried by Zulu. Spears 
are regarded as “cultural 
weapons," part of the Zulu herit- 
age, but the ANC says they must 
be prohibited along with all 
weapons to stop the faction fight- 
ing. 


DHAKA (AP) — Tornados, 
squalls and flooding compounded 
Bangladesh's distress Friday, and 
officials said at feast 37 people 
were killed when three more tor- 
nadoes ripped apart their homes. 

One U.S. cargo plane carrying 
medicines and h umanitarian aid 
landed in Dhaka Friday, the first 
U.S. aircraft to bring relief for 
the survivors of the April 30 
cyclone which began die chain of 
natural disasters. 

A Chinese Boeing 707 and two 
more planes of aid group Care 
and tbe United Nations also ar- 
rived Friday with food and meth- 
anes for the victims, officials 
said. 

The government says nearly 
126,000 people died in tbe cyc- 
lone, one of the worst ever to hit 
this low-lying nation of 110 mil- 
lion. It has not revised the official 
figure in six days, despite the 
discovery of many more bodies. 

U.S. Ambassad or Wflham B. 
Milam, who handed over the 
relief material to B ang l ade shi 
officials, said another U.S. plane 
is expected soon. 

Bangladesh weather officials 
Thursday predicted more trouble 
ahead. They said another major 
storm was brewing in the turbu- 
lent Bay of Bengal and could 
strike by the end of May, but they 
could not predict its force. 

India also reported disastrous 
flooding in its eastern states 
bordering Bangladesh. Nine peo- 
ple were reported tilled in 
Assam, where the Indian army 
was summoned to help rescue 
efforts. The state of Mizoram, 
which juts into Burma, has been 
cut off by flooding for several 
da vs. 


Japan heeded a United Nations 
call for more aid Friday, saying it 
will provide an additional $75 
nndfou in emergency assistance 
and. $15 millio n in food aid. Tbe 
aid raises Japan’s total assistance 
in the Bangladesh disaster to 
about $20 million. 

Bangladesh needs at least $1-4 
billion in emergency relief but 
only about $200 million has been 
offered, U.N. Disaster Relief 
Organisation Executive Director 
Mohammad EsMi said Thurs- 
day. 

Three tornados roared across 
separate districts of this low-lying 
delta country Thursday, dtsmOeg- 
■rating mud and straw homes and 
disrupting oommunicatioas. 

The Relief Ministry said a total 
of 37 died in three districts from 
the storm, and about 500 people 
were injured. 

Tbe ministry said flooding in 
northeastern and eastern districts 
have marooned at least 100,000 
people, as constant rain swelled 
the banks of the mighty rivers fed ' 
from the Himalayan mountains. 

Officials at the government’s 
flood control room said several 
hundred villages were flooded 
Thursday by the overflowing 
of the Kbowai, Maim, Sur- 
ma, Kushiara and Gumti rivers in 
the northeast. 

No deaths were reported from 
the flooding, but the officials said 
at least 500,000 people suffered 
from inundated homes and des- 
troyed crops. 

“Some crop fields have gone 
under four feet water and at leart 
100.000 people are trapped in 
their houses,” said one official, 
speaking on conditioa of anony- 
mity. 


Yugoslav army given 
permission to end conflict 


BELGRADE (AP) — The army 
was given permission Thursday to 
try to end the ethnic conflict 
tearing at die Yugoslav federa- 
tion, but the president of Croatia 
hedged on a key demand that he 
demobilise police reserves. 

Serbian nationalists took to the 
streets to demand arms to defend 
their ethnic brothers in Croatia. 

Tbe presidents of Serbia and 
Croatia, Yugoslavia's two largest 
republics, said they supported tbe 
unanimous decision by tbe collec- 
tive federal presidency to grant 
the military more authority to 
deal with ethnic conflicts in which 
21 people have died in the past 


week. ' 

President Franjo Tudjman of 
Croatia urged ethnic Croat pro- 
testers to rad their 2-day-otd 
blockade of a military armoured 
convoy in neighbouring Bosnia. 

Bat Tudjman said he would not 
disarm entirely the Croatian 
police reserve forces, which have 
been involved in battles with 
ethnic Serbs. 

The reserve force will be sus- 
pended “where it is possible, 
where it is not necessary,” Tudj- 
man told a. news conference in 
Zagreb, adding, “where we need 
to restore order, we shall even 
activate the reserve force.” 


Searchers find wreckage of 
Indonesian plane; 13 dead 


JAKARTA (AP) — Searchers 
found tbe wreckage Friday of a 
plane that crashed in North 
Sulawesi, killing all 13 people 
aboard, reports said. 

A search and rescue agency 
officer, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said the F-27 plane 
was found Friday on the eastern 
slope of KJabat Mountain, about 
40 kilometres southeast of Man- 
ado. the provincial capital of 
North Sulawesi. 

"The latest report from Man- 
ado just said. ..the victims have 
been evacuated,” be said. “It 
does not clarify whether or not all 
of the 13 people aboard were 
killed in the crash.” 

However, the Indonesian News 
Agency, Antara, said all 13 peo- 
ple were dead. 


The plane, belonging to the 
state-run Meipati Mnsantara Air- 
lines, was carrying eight passen- 
gers and five crewmen when it 
disappeared Thursday on a regu- 
lar flight from Teroate in Maluku 
province to Manado, about 2,100 
kilometres northeast of Jakarta. 

Its last radio contact with Man- 
ado’s Sam Ratulangi Airport was 
at 2:37 p.m. (0837 GMT), six 
minutes before it was expected to 
land. 

LL-Col. Kumbyong of the local 
air force, who led the rescue 
efforts, said charred wreckage of 
the plane was scattered around 
the area. 

“It makes difficult to identify 
the victims, since the plane 
caught of fire after the crash,” 
Kumbyong said. 


Kennedy nephew charged with rape, battery 


PALM BEACH. Florida (AP) — 
William Kennedy Smith has been 
charged with rape and battery in 
the March 30 incident at his 
family's ocean front estate, the 
Palm Beach County prosecutor 
announced. 

State attorney David Blud- 
worth also announced the filing 
of charges against a Florida-based 
supermarket tabloid, the Globe, 
which published the name of the 
alleged victim last month. 

Smith, the 30-year-old nephew 
ofU.S. Senator Edward M. Ken- 
nedy, has being charged with two 
counts: second-degree sexual bat- 
tery, tantamount to a rape 
charge, and second-degree bat- 
tery. 

A 29-year-old woman told 
police she was raped by Smith, a 
medical student at Georgetown 
University in Washington, at the 
Kennedy compound after meet- 
ing him earlier in a bar and going 
with him to the estate. Smith has 
denied any wrongdoings. 

On Thursday morning, officer 
Craig Gunkei said,“we’re going 
to give Mr. Smith a reasonable 
amount of time to turn himself 
in.” Smith on the advice of his 
lawyers, has declined to talk to 
police. 

Senator Kennedy's press 
secretary did not immediately re- 
turn a telephone call seeking 
comment. Smith's Miami attor- 


ney. Mark Schnapp, also did not 
immediately return a call. 

Police said Tuesday that they 
were preparing a “probable 
cause" affidavit recommending 
that Bludworth charge Smith with 
sexual battery. That affidavit, 
covering eight pages, was made 
public Thursday. 

ft says Smith physically tackled 
the victim while she ran to 
escape, he held heron the ground 
and pinned her with his body 
weight. She used her body to try 
to push him up and off of her, the 
affidavit said. 

It also said that at one point, he 
told her. “stop it, bitch.” 

The affidavit says the woman 
stated that she did not report the 
incident until hours afterward be- 
cause she feared that no one 
would believe her since the Ken- 
nedy family is so prominent. 

At his news conference Thurs- 
day, Bludworth said:” I com- 
mend the Palm Beach Police De- 
partment ... for doing a thorough 
impartial and professional job in 
this case. The Palm Beach Police 
Department is and will continue 
to investigate other matters re- 
lated to this case. 

This case is now in the criminal 
justice system and it is not 
appropriate for this office to dis- 
cuss tbe facts 'or give opinions 
related to the charges,” Blud- 
worth said. 


Bludworth ’s other options in- 
cluded telling- police they don't 
have enough evidence to prose- 
cute, or letting a grand jury de- 
cide whether or not to indict 
Smith. 

Bludworth filed two misde- 
meanor charges against the Boca 
Raton-based Globe Communica- 
tions Corp., which publishes a 
supermarket tabloid called the 
Globe, the first American news- 
paper to publish tbe accuser's 
name. 

The two counts involved were 
the printing and publishing of a 
rape victim’s name and other 
identifying information. Wendy 
Henry, Globe editor, said a state- 
ment would be issued later. 

Some, other media, not based 
in Florida, have also named the 
woman, including NBC News and 
the New York Times. 

Bludworth said that at this 
point he plans to prosecute only 
one media company. Regarding 
media companies not based in the 
state but whose material appears 
here, he said he found “different 
facts and technical points that I'm 
stiU looking into.” 

“The chilling effect of printing, 
publishing and broadcasting the 
victim’s name causes many not to 
report this type of crime.” Blud- 
worth said. 

The woman who accused Smith 
of raping her said that when she 


saw her name in print, “my reac- 
tion was of being raped again.” 

“When you’re a rape victim, 
you have to go through a process 
of recovery, and that process just * 
completely stopped when I saw 
my name,” the woman said in an 
interview published Friday in the 
Palm Beach Post. 

It was the first time the 29- 
year-old woman from Jupiter, 
Florida, has commented publicly 
since the March 30 incident. 

The woman declined to discuss 
the alleged attack, but said tbe 
publicity has been devastating. 

“I have strength and courage,” 
she said “But it's been an insur- 
mountable task to overcome what 
was happened to me.” 

The victim's mother also criti- 
cised the media’s treatment of her 
daughter. 

"She is now notorious,” the 
mother told tbe Miami Herald for 
its Friday editions.” People seem 
to forget she is a victim — or as 
the media identify her — an 
‘alleged victim,* 

“All we’re doing is holding 
ourselves together," the mother 
continued, “We have been vili- 
fied by the media. We can’t stop 
it ... (bat) I don’t need to defend 
my daughter. My daughter 
doesn’t need to defend herself. 
She is a decent, worthwhile hu- 
man bong.” 



Trump sells jet. 
for $&5 million ^ 

ATLANTIC CITY, New’ Jersey 
(AP) — Donald Trump so M1& 
-peisonal 727 jet for $63 nuffiou ; 
as be tries to stuinouBt ha fmao^ 
cud woes, accordxng to a: docu- ■ 
meat rel e ased Tuesday. The- 
buyer wasn't identified. Tbejet 
sale was disclosed in a fetterfoe 
Trump Orgucusatian fifed with 
New Jersey's Casino Control 

Commission, which - re g u late s 
Tramp’s three rawfnns and the 
city’s nine other gaming halls. . 
Tbe fetter dated May 6 from 
Stephen Bollenbach, Tramp 


ex, saacf Trump wffi keep haff eff. 
the money from tbe jet safe and 
banks he owes money to wffl get 
the other half. BoDenbacfa (fid sot 
immediately retiy n telephone 
messages seeking comment on 
who bought foe jet. Trump is 
redoring nearly $2 bitfion a debt 
to banks by unloading partial and 
fall in t er ests in assets fa eh*ft»g - 
the Trump Shuttle Airifoe, Man- 
hattan real estate and Us hoary 
yacht. 

U.ICtohave 
now opera house 

LONDON (R) — One of foe 
world’s most famous opera - 
houses 'at Glyndebouroe, the 
British Theatre with a garden for 
a foyer, wiO be rebuilt at.a east of 
£33 miffian ($56.59 anffion), its 

chairman 55r George Christ 
ic, whose father faffiHe d a dream 
when he btdt the ope ra house 
more than 50 years ago on foe 
grounds of bis estate in the heart 
at foe Eqglub countryside in foe 
Sussex Downs, said tbe new 
opexu house would opes in 1994. 
“This project started with a 
gleam in my eye, winch has de- 
veloped into a vision of in- 
creasingly prac ti c al potent ia l — 
and now into actuality,” he told a 
news conference. The new venae 
wifi sett 1400 , replacing foe 
structurally threadbare 850-seat 
th eatre. It wiB be Brflam’s fiat 
purpose-built opera- faonre stecc 
Gtyndebouxne was bait in 19341 

Np gpva mmen t fends are fe- 

votvCd. dyndebourne is the only 
opera house in Britain funded by 
the private sector. 

Mamet film opens 
Cannes Festival 

CANNES, France (AP) — Rain 
poured on actors Robert Mit ch- 
um, Gina Lollabrigida and 
thousands of gawkers as they 
arrived for the official screening 
of Homicide, tbe first film of tbe 
14th Cannes Film Festival. Tbe 
spectators waited under coloured 
beach umbrellas for hours for 
stars to turn up at the Palace 
Theatre for the opening night of 
tbe 12-day affair. Mitch ran, Lol- 
labrigida, Ruppert Everett, 
Akira Kurosawa, Bra Kingsley 
and Donald Sutherland braved 
tbe unseasonal weather to pose 
for photographers gathering since 
Wednesday at this ritzy Riviera 
resort. Inside the theatre, the 
stare brushed tbe water off their 
gowns and smoking jackets and 
beard Paul Tchenua and Geral- 
dine Chaplin officially declare tfie 
festival open. Normally sunny 
and hot this time of year, Cannes 
and the rest of France have been 
submerged under clouds and rain 
for foe past two weeks. Earlier, 
U.S. playwright and director 
David Mamet bundled np in a 
jacket at a news co nfe rence to 
explain his violent film Homicide, 
the leadoff movie int he competi- 
tion. Starring Joe Mantegna, the 
film follows a police detective’s 
hunt for a drug dealer mid his 
investigation into the murder of 
an elderly jeweller in Baltimore. 

Landon jokes about 
cancer treatment 

BURBANK, California (AP) — 
Actor Michael Landon joked ab- 
out a treatment for his inoperable 
cancer as he appeared on a televi- 
sion talk show Thursday night. A . 
standing ovation and wild cheer- 
ing greeted the former star of 
Bonanza, Little House On The 
Praine and Highway To Heaven 
as he walked on stage during 
taping of The Tonight Show Star- 
ring Johnny Carson. It was bis 
first public appearance since he 
was diagnosed last month with' 
inoperable cancer of the liver and 
pancreas, a usually fatal illness, 
^ttdon, 54, said he felt “veiy 
good.” The popular TV star said 
bis treatment includes coffee ene- 
mas, a regimen he joked about 
with Carson, his long time friend 
and Malibu neighbour. “You 
■ever taken a coffee enema?” be 
asked the studio audience. When 
?°P Te<> “ e answered they had, be 
joked, “you most be fun to have 
5”***“* with.” Landon joked 
owing most of the 12- minute 
On bow he deals with 
ins disease, he said. “You’ve got 
to laugh a lot” 



